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23d PCF CONGRESS RESOLUTION, PARTY RULES 
Paris L*HUMANITE in French 15 May 79 pp 1-16 WA 


(Text of resolution and party rules adopted by the 23d French Communist 
Party (PCF) Congress] 


(Text] The Future Begins Now 


The 23d French Communist Party Congress is of historic importance. 
Inspired by the ideal and buttressed with the theory which actuates its 
combat, and basing itself on the traditions, reality, and needs of the 
French nation, the evolving world situation, and the experience of the 
different revolutionary forces, this congress has opened up for the working 
class and the French people the great political prospect of developins a 
majority people's movement expressing itself through struggles and *hrough 
universal suffrage which will ensure the country's democratic advance toward 
a socialism that is itself democratic, a socialism wearing France's colors. 


In point of fact, the country cannot find a real way out of the crisis 
plaguing it without moving toward profound political change, toward 
democratic transformations breaking with capital's dominion over the nation. 
It cannot succeed therein without granting workers, the working class, the 
French Communist Party, their full-fledged status in national life and 
responsibilities. 


These requirements can become realities because of the new possibilities 
now offered for mankind's progress. Yet they are attainable solely through 
a complex and bitter class struggle. 


The significance of the 23d congress lies in the following: confirmation 
of the complete validity of the goals and political strategy adopted by the 
22d congress; clarification and enrichment--by placing itself at the very 
heart of the people's aspirations and struggles--of the definition of ways 
and means of consistently and creatively implementing this strategy so as 
to create living conditions conducive to the country's advance toward 
socialism through democracy. 








I The Way to France's Decline 
A. The Crisis in French Society 


Some 10 years ago, upon analyzing the country's situation and deriving the 
lessons to be learned from the lerge-scale protest movement of May-June 

1968, the French Communist Party reached one conclusion: France was entering 
a deep, lasting, and total crisis situation. 


The main origins of this crisis lie in the race to amass profits and strengthen 
the power of capital. Subsequent developments have fully confirmed the 
accuracy of both analysis and conclusion. 


1. Total Crisis 


In making pursuit of the highest and quickest possible profit the means and 
sole end of economic activity, both government and employers have overexploited 
the workers, reduced their purchasing power, and limited people's consumption. 


They have systematically stimulated price and currency inflation which they 
have then used to directly increase their profits, lower the real income of 
wage earners, and depreciate savings. 


They have looted public funds. 


They have concentrated and merged companies, thereby fostering unemployment, 
the rural exodus, an increased rumber of bankruptcies, and the economic 


decline of entire regions. 


They have applied themrelves to mobilizing the available labor force and 
cutting the relative cost of its reproduction. 


They have told the workers: "Produce more and you will live better." But 
actually they have extended their exploitation and oppression to all categories 
of workers and all areas of life. 


‘lillions of women and men have become wage earners. 


This development reflects the socialization of productive forces, but under 
the present system, it ties millions of people down to underpaid, dead-end, 
exhausting, and highly-partitioned work. Such conditions make workers feel 
their occupational life is a sort of duress, an oppressive obligation, 
especially since people now increasingly aspire after self-fulfillment and 
after self-determination of their lives, especially the young. 


Consumption has been oriented toward mass-produced, high-profit goods of 
reduced quality and durability, while vital material, social, and cultural 
needs are not being met. 











Medical progress has increased average life expectancy, but working and 
living conditions are impairing the health of millions of persons. 


There is mounting social inequality with respect to sickness and death. 
A greater percentage of children are attending school, but schools are 


ill-equipped. 


The educational system actually maintains social barriers. It is behind 
the times and is frequently a dead end. 


The shift of a large part of the population to cities was made under a cheap 
and inequitable urbanization program. Farming is being forced into decline. 
Consequently villages, rural areas, and small cities are dying while millions 
of workers are exiled to the distant suburbs in large housing complexes with 
inadequate public facilities and services, despite the efforts of many 
communes. 


The uprooting, the weakening and alteration of neighborly relations, the 
lengthening of commuting time, and the deterioration of the environment and 
frame of life, all serve to impoverish existence and are a bar to chances 
of enriching that existence. There is mounting insecurity. The family is 
encountering problems related on the one hand to the aggressions to which 
it is subjected, and on the other hand to its new aspirations. 


Money and power acquired by any possible means: such are the criteria of 
success under this system. All the phenomena that are the embodiment of 
this rule have nurtured increased violence, criminality, corruption, and 
immorality. Drug traffic, pornography, and pandering have become very big 
business and the degrading news media depict assassins as heroes. In this 
way, the bourgeoisie is trampling on moral values acquired by society in the 
course of history and is militantly opposing aspirations after new ioftier 
values. 


This economic, social, cultural, and moral crisis is also political. Big 
capital has monopolized the control and essential machinery of the state 

and has them serving its ends. It has concentrated authority and centralized 
decision-making at the top level. It has proliferated administrative 
interference and intensified the state's hold over the nation's life. [It 
has made bureaucracy and red tape more ponderous, exerted increased political 
pressure on civil service employees, treated them ith heightened authoritar- 
ianism, and degraded the conditions under which they perform their duties. 
Both government and employers deny workers and citizens the right to 
participate in choices and decisions affecting the company, plant, community, 
regions, and country. 


2. Connections Between the Crisis and Struggle 


The various consequences of the crisis have nurtured the expansion of social 
struggles. 

















These struggles have limited the encroachments of capital, curbed aggravation 
of the crisis in various respects, and promoted new solutions consistent with 
new requirements. 


The desire for chauge has increased. It was precisely to offer that desire 
a political prospect that in 1972 the French Communist Party signed the 
common program for a leftist government, a program for which it had fought 
for more than 10 years. 


The crisis itself helped make conditions ripe for a union which, in turn, 
accelerated the polarization of political forces and the sharpening of the 
class struggle around the issue of change. 


But, as experience has shown, the crisis and its consequences do not 
automatically or readily lead the working masses to an awareness of the 
conditions of change, and to the struggle to achieve these conditions. 


They do not merely produce a keen desire for something new. They also 
include factors fomenting fear of what is new. 


They create resistance to necessary transformation. As the crisir deepens, 
it intensifies the political and ideological battle through which this 
sudden awareness has to clear a way for itself. We took this contradictory 
reality into consideration in our analysis of the reasons for which the 
people's movement was unable to surmount the obstacles placed in the way of 
its expansion by the right and the Socialist Party, and went down to defeat 
in the March 1978 elections. 


The obvious effect of capitalism's expansion in France for the past 10 years 
is the aggravation and extension of its internal contradictions productive 

of an extraordinary muddle. it has produced sharp conflict between the needs 
of the economy, of society, and the frenzied pursuit of the rate of profit 
demanded by the excessive supply of accumulated capital. It has led to the 
mulciplication of irregularities, freezes, and disorders attributable to 

the machinery and operation of the present system of domination by the ruling 
French bourgeoisie, in other words, monopolistic state capitalism. 


That's what the crisis is like, a crisis which is, therefore, primarily 
national, even though it is not limited to our country. 


B. The Crisis in Capitalist Countries and International Developments 
1. An International Crisis 


The crisis is also international, in two respects. 


First, in all capitalist countries, the pursuit of profit and the accumulation 
of capital have created a crisis with its own special traits in each 

country, traits linked to that country's national characteristics. Secondly, 
the crisis has specifically international dimensions which have an influence 
on national crises. 
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The inflation of prices and currencies, which the United States has massively 
fueled by relying on its dominant position and the dollar's privileges, has 
assumed such magnitude that it has disorganized the international monetary 
system of the capitalist countries. Competition has become fiercer because 
of the unequal development of these countries and the limitations on their 
markets, limitations linked to the pressure on the purchasing power of 
workers in those countries as well as to the plundering of Third World 
countries. In more general fashion, the type of development promoted by 
imperialism has not only fueled the exploitation of peoples, racism, the 
arms race, and military conflicts, but also the waste of enormous material 
and human resources. it diverts or negates a considerable part of the 
benefits that could have been derived from scientific and technological 
advances applied to serving mankind. It spoils the natural environment and 
impairs man's relations with nature. It increases the flagrant disparity 
bei;ween the power and wealth of privileged classes dominating the developed 
capitalist countries and the situation imposed on the peoples of underdeveloped 
countries in which hundreds of) millions of human beings never have enough to 
eat. 


2. Ratio of World Forces 


This crisis, with its characteristics, its manifestations and its consequences, 
is linked to the development and activities of the world’s major social and 
political forces. 


Based on that tremendous historical progress represented by the elimination 
of capitalist exploitation, the socialist countries have definitively solved 
such major human tragedies as famine, epidemics and illiteracy. 


They have strongly developed their economies and considerably enhanced the 
standard of life and living conditions of their people. 


They are demonstrating their superiority in solving such great problems as 
full employment, economic growth linked with satisfaction of social and 
national needs, giving workers access to learning, culture, and responsibil- 
ities, and equality of opportunity. Socialist countries are consolidating 
their position in the contemporary world. Other countries are moving, under 
various forms, toward socialist ways and means of development. Socialist 
countries are exerting an increasing though not yet decisive influence on 
the development of international economic and trade relations. 


Their existence #24 action have given mankind this priceless experience: 
% years without a world war. Nevertheless, in addition to fallout from 
the capitalist crisis, socialist countries are plagued by divisions and by 
internal problems that slow their progress. 


This was recently demonstrated by China's unjustifiable aggression against 
Vietnam, 








This aggression was most widely condemned. Because of this and international 
realities, Chinese leaders had to halt their aggression. It is to be hoped 
that through negotiation a lasting peace will be established between the 
countries concerned, along with relations bared on those principles which 
must govern relationships between socialist countries: independence, 
noninterference, nonrecourse to force, eyual rights, friendship, and 
solidarity. 


In capitalist countries, there have %een large-scale struggles by the working 
class and the people against policies of austerity, unemployment, and infringe- 
ments of freedoms and democracy. Fascist regimes have been forced to give 


way. 


The issue of profound political change has become a key topic of discussion 
in countries where there are influential communist parties. 


The national liberation movement has scored new successes. New peoples have 
gained cheir independence, such as in Vietnam and Angola. Demands for economic 
indeperdence, control of their wealth by nations, and construction of a new 
world economic order have been forcefully set forth. 


These have eventually produced results, although imperialism is striving to 
regain ts positions, to adapt its domination by speculatively counting on 
differences or divisions among developing countries. 


These countries occupy an increasingly important pisition in international 
society, as evidenced particularly in the United Nations. 


Their insistence upon sovereignty and peace, their action in behalf of truly 
democratic relations between states and the establishment of a new political 
and economic order, also find expression in the movement of nonalined 
countries which plays a positive role in today's world. 


Under the stimulus of these three major world revolutionary forces, other 
large movements of militant opposition are developing at this time and 
reinforcing the action ot these three major forces. 


These movements are combating exploitation and oppression under their various 
forms, and the wasting of material resources and haman assets. The fight 
against racism, against hunger in the worl:, and for environmental protection, 
freedom of the individual, plus the desire of youth for a more beautiful 
life, all constitute some of the motives behind these movements. Among the 
latter, the intensification of the struggle for fully equal rights for women 
and their liberation from century-old constraints holds a position of primary 
importance. 


The course of events confirms and reinforces the view which holds that the 
ratio of world forces has changed in favor of the forces of social, national, 
and human liberation. Today's situation differs radically from the situation 








of the 1930's in ome new basic respect: [It is within the framework of 
these changes on a world scal: that capitalism's leaders must confront a 
crisis which is, in the final analysis, the crisis of their system of 
exploitation, domination, and plundering of workers and peoples. This 
compels them to seek solutions compatible with their means and opens up 
new possibilities for the emancipative struggle. 


This does not, however, rule out dangers, for the bourgeoisie cannot cease 
defending its still powerful positions. For this purpose, it has for some 
years been engaged in a veritable counteroffensive to safeguard its sphere 
of influence and its profits. All of these factors give the international 
situation its complex character involving some contradictory aspects. 


3. Imperialism's Counteroffensive 
Arms Race 


Whereas in the past, capitalist powers sought “solutions” to their system's 
contradictions by resorting to war, they can now no longer do so at their 
pleasure. They have had to accept the principle of peaceful coexistence 
among countries with different social regimes, a principle that is now part 
of a process of detente sanctioned by such major international agreements as 
the final act cf the Helsinki conference, 


They now bave to recognize the world's new realities. 


But che basic trend toward peaceful coexistence, toward detente, does not 
develop automatically. The capitalist powers--headed by the United States-<- 
are currently doing their utmost to curb detente. 


They are fomenting revived tensions. And above all, they are blocking 
attempts to associate detente with disarmament measures. They are even 
intensifying the arms race and designing or producing increasingly barbarous 
weapons. 


This situation is fraught with serious dangers to mankind, especially since 
we cannot overlook the fact that imperialism thus reserves the capability 
of a military confrontation should it succeed in altering the situation to 
its advantage. 


Activities of Multinational Firms 


In the crisis, capitalist forces have endeavored to adapt themselves to the 
new conditions in the world in order to protect their profits and domination. 
Multinational firms are making every effort to retain to their benefit the 
most favorable conditions governing access to traditional sources of energy 
and raw materials, and assure themselves control of new sources. 

















They are trying to extend their direct control of productior. and trade. 
They are transferring and relocating their activities toward sources of 
greater profit. 


They are making profitable use of financial agencies and public finzncing, 
monetary instability, inflation, speculation, and unequal exchange rates. 


They are concentrating advanced technology activities within their own 
organization and attempting t~ impose technological processes consistent with 
their objectives, by maintaining tight contro. over the subcontracting 
activities they assign to others. In certein areas, they are trying to 
organize--under their direction and to their profit--the integration of 
national economies. Far from contributing positive solutions to the world's 
major problems, these attempts to find ways out of the present crisis that 
are compatible with capital's requirements, have a function comparable to 
that of the imperialist wars mankind has know.. 


These tactics bring austerity and unemployment to peoples in developed 
countries and overexploitation to peoples in developing countries. They 
destroy large material-producing capacities, waste abundant natural resources, 
lower people's standard of living, centralize authority and responsibilities 
to an extent never before achieved, and disintegrate national production 
systems, sovereignties, and eventually the nations themselves. 


The “internationalization” process mentioned by world capitalist leaders 
would simply culminate in turning the world into a standardized and dehuman- 
ized complex dominated by the most powerful. 

Revival of Atlanticism 


Capitalist countries are devoting all of their resources to these objectives. 





The crisis and unequal development no doubt fel existing conflicts of 
interest between bourgeoisies of the different countries. But what charac- 
cerizes the present period is their determination to keep these conflicts 
within limits imposed by the common necessity of facing up to the progressive 
and revolutionary forces and taking systemmtic concerted action. Back in 
1973, the "Trilateral Commission” formulated a strategy to this end, a 
strategy conducive to closer partnership between the three centers of 
developed capitalism: the United States, Japan, and Western Europe. 


The various meetings of leaders of the principal capitalist countries--the 
Guadeloupe meeting, for example--are in keeping with thi. strategy. 


The reaffirmation and spread of Atlantic solidarity under the supreme 
direction of the most powerful imperialism, U.S. imperialism, currently 
accomodate themselves--because of world realities--to a certain sharing of 
tasks among capitalist powers. For instance, the integration of Europe under 
the leadership of the Federal Republic of Germany is an objective approved 
and encouraged by the United States. 














Ideological Warfare 


In the absence of armed warfare, capitalist leaders have given the conflict 
of ideas the character of real ideological warfare. Intense world-wide 
campaigns are being orchestrated from multiple centers with an enormous 
amount of equipment and considerable personnel. Their output is transmitted 
by the major mass media. 


These campaigns are targeted against all progressive ideas, primarily 
socialism which is grossly caricatured. 


They are designed to destroy the concept of "nation" in people's minds. They 
advocate abandonment of the struggle, and withdrawal within oneself. Fostering 
obscurantism and irrationalism, they denigrate any possibility of scientific 
knowledge and any desire to control the movement of societie-. 


They attempt to deprive men of hope and peoples of emancipation, and cast 
doubt on everything so as to allow capitalism the benefit of the doubt. 


Unwarranted Political Intervention 


Pursuant to this strategy, leaders of the capitalist powers are multiplying, 
under various forms, their political pressures and interventions in an effort 
to impede the struggle of peoples for democracy, for socialism. Without 
concerning themselves about human rights, which they falsely claim to 
champion, they do not hesitate to endorse or organize the massacre of popula- 
tions to maintain dictatorial regimes in office, But the changes which have 
occurred in the world, the experience nations have had with fascism, and the 
rise in democratic aspirations and struggles are making it difficult to 
maintain such regimes and even more difficult to propose them to peoples as 
a way out of the crisis. 


That is why capitalist forces are exerting themselves to contain these 
aspirations and struggles within the framework of their system, to make sure 
that they lead only to minor adjustments preserving implementation of their 
policy. For this purpose, they are resolutely and most systematically 
turning to social democracy, 


4. Role of the Socialist International 


Social democracy, when in power, has always conducted itself as the "faithful 
manager" of capitalism's business. To the extent that it influences, in 
varying ways, part of the working class and supports socialism, it cannot 
remain indifferent to the spread of social and democratic struggles, particu- 
larly in countries where there are active and expanding cc™munist parties. 
But what had characterized social democracy since 1974-1975 is its activ . 
participation in the counteroffensive strategy of capitalist forces. 

Evidence of this can be seen in both the direction and intensity of the 
Socialist International's activity. 
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This international center is under the dominant influence of the Federal 
Republic of Germany's Social Democratic Party. In recent times, it has 
engaged in considerable activity with increased resources. 


It has devoted itself to strengthening existing ties between European 
social democratic and socialist parties. It has increased its interventions 
in numerous countries, creating parties for this purpose, parties affiliated 
with it. Its main objectives are as follows: provide sufficiently broad 
support for implementation of a policy of managing the czisis to the benefit 
of capitalistic interests, promote supranational integration within a West 
European and Atlantic bloc, challenge the revolutionary movemert's gains, 
and bar communist participation in governments that would implement policies 
attacking capital's domination and offer new ways out of the crisis, ways 
consistent with the people's needs. During the past period, this has been 
reflected in the policy of the Federal Republic of Germany's Social Democratic 
Party, the British Labor Party, and the Portuguese Socialist Party, also in 
the shift to the right noted in varying degrees in Denmark, Belgium, and 
France, and lastly in certain positions taken b, the Spanish and Italian 
Socialist Parties. 


The reinforcement and expansion of the Socialist International's activities 
in Africa, Latin America, and Asia--as shown in the Vancouver Congress--are 
another characteristic of the recent period. 


This effort is aimed at gaining or increasing influence over the different 
parties and movements, at seeking support from various organizations and 
individuals, all of this in order to further the political and economic 
"redeployment" of capitalist powers and to contain within the framework of 
their system of domination the national and social emancipation movements 
of peoples in developing countries, 


C. Giscardian Policy 


The Giscardian government expresses the views and requirements of big capital 
and is thereby completely in keeping with imperialism's world strategy. 


In 1969, we showed that big capital's policy was entering a new phase. It 
embarked at that time upon the strengthening of ties with the United States 
and neighboring capitalist countries, limiting France's ambitions to 
reinforcement of multinationally-oriented capitalist groups to which it 
sought to subordinate the country's life. But it was mainly in 1974 that, 

in connection with the worsening of the crisis, French policy shifted clearly 
in that direction with the inauguration of Giscard d‘Estaing as president 

of the republic, 


Pursued with unusual determination after the advent of the Barre government 
in 1976, with the support of all parties of the parliamentary majority, this 
policy has sharply intensified since the March 1978 elections and been the 
subject of new developments, 
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1. Austerity, Unemployment, and Neglect 


The inflation rate has practically remained at its high level since 1976. 
Unemployment has increased nearly 30 percent. Workers purchasing power has 
declined, Economic growth is almost at a standstill. The precarious 
favorable balance of trade was obtained only by curbing domestic consumption, 
by freezing the economy. The evils plaguing the country are becoming worse. 


The Giscardian economic and social policy is not designed to remedy this 
situation, Its true goal is to channel the country's resources and strength 
into a limited number of basically French multinational firms so as to give 
them the means to carve themselves a share of the new distribution of zones 
of influence and profit the giants of the capitalist world are trying to 
organize, 





The first method used to achieve this goal is the imposition, at any cust, 
of increased sacrifices on the workers. Employers and the government are 
bringing pressure to bear wn wages and social welfare benefits. They are 
raising prices, rents, and taxes. 


They are questioning such valuable established gains as social security, 
pensions, unemployment compensation, and low-cost public housing. Sickness, 
accidents, and disability cause families agonizing difficulties. Funds for 
community facilities and the operation of public services are being rationed. 


The day nursery, school, and children's summer camp cost much more now that 
the state denies departments and communes the necessary financial means. 

By reducing popular consumption and domestic demand, this austerity fuels 
economic stagnation and unemployment. 


Another method used is imposition of massive and lasting unemployment. This 
scourge is linked to the desire to speed up mergers and reorganizations to 
the benefit of the largest firms, relocations, exportation of capital and 
activities...and soon of men. Whereas the number of jobs needed by French 
men and women has increased and will continue to do so for the next 20 years, 
the government, instead of creating new job opportunities, is doing its 
utmost to discourage job seekers and get them to give up trying. It is 
campaigning to have millions of women deprived of the right to work and have 
a massive number of jobs changed into underpaid part-time jobs. It babbles 
about the additional leisure time of those persons it forces into unemployment 
and underemployment. It is planning to dismantle the public service of the 
ANEP [expansion unknown]. At the same time, economic and government leaders 
have begun a new and special effort to organize the instability of employment. 
By increasing the number of free-lancers, trainees, temporary civil service 
employees, part-time workers, and temporaries, they want to form a sort of 
new reserve army of mobilizable and exportable workers entirely at someone's 
beck and call, and who can be dismissed at will. 











They are exerting unremitting pressure to have firms cease operations, to 
impose layoffs in the production and service sectors, and in connection with 
the latter, reduce wages and destroy vested rights. 


This pressure and the forced mobility of a growing number of wage earners 
are being used to accentuate overexploitation of all workers, to attempt to 
introduce class cooperation on the job, and obtain a consensus on this policy. 


A veritable plan to dismantle that national asset, the public and nationalized 
sector, is being implemented. 


The attack on social and democratic rights is coupled with denigration of 
the very notion of public service. 


The quality of the latter is deteriorating. Capital spending is being 
directed more and more, not to the development of national ami regional 
activity, but to serve the interests of multinational firms and their 
relocation ("redeployment") on the basis of an enlarged Europe. Rates 

and fares for small and medium users have been raised and public equipment 

and service costs are being transferred more and more to regions, departments, 
and communes. 


The cumulative effects of this policy aggravate inequalities. Millions of 
French and immigrant workers, women and men, millions of families, youths, 
and elderly persons lack the bare minimm required to live under present-day 
conditions in France. A whole segment of the working class is thereby 
"marginalized," kept from being gainfully employed, and piaced in the status 
of recipients of public assistance. 


This has a negative impact on the living and working conditions of the 
majority of the population. It is based on these facts that we have made 
reference to a type of modern destitution, of poverty unlike that of 1850, 
but definitely a manifestation of the present crisis, and simultaneously an 
instrument of big capital's policy. This poverty has become one of the 
principal factors in the aggravation of the total crisis. 


The situation thus confirms and reinforces the validity of our analysis and 
the political inferences we have drawn therefrom. 


Higher capitalist profits are concomitant with austerity, unemployment, and 
overexploitation of workers. Far from being invested in the national 
economy, these profits are escaping to other countries, fueling speculation, 
or keeping the privileged wealthy living in insolent luxury. 


This muddle harshly affects all of the country's activities. 


France, which has a diversified industrial economy, is now witnessing the 
dismantlement of entire branches of industry, such as steel, shipbuilding, 
textiles, shoes, machine tools, printing and publishing, paper and allied 
products, and the national merchant marine. In addition, development of 








a) 
‘a’ 


the aircraft industry and the food processing iadustry is being compromised, 
mining of such important national resources as coal and iron ore is being 
phased out, independence in such essential sectors as capital goods, 
electronics, and professional electronic data processing is being surrendered. 
Moreover, effort is centered upon exporting at any price to the detriment 

of national requirements in such fields as nuclear power, telecommunications, 
and tramsportation equipment. 


The met result: The number of workers employed in industry has decreased by 
more than 500,000 in 4 years. 


France, in which agriculture is a national asset, has seen the income of 
family farmers decline for the fifth year in a row. Im addition, sources of 
productive manpower replacements in rural areas are depleted. Ocean fisheries 
and their associated activities are being sacrificed. France is in danger 

of becoming dependent on foreign countries for its food supplies. 


France, which has a high scientific potential, is lagging and technologically 
dependent in critical fields, and is falling behind in basic and applied 
research. In the country of Condorcet, Jean Mace, Langevin, and Wallon, 
education is in a crisis situation. Basic and continuous education, voca- 
tional training and qualification which the govermment seeks to make sub- 
servient to employers’ demands, all remain far short of the requirements 

of our times. Courses and instruction essential to the formation of man 

and citizen are weak. Scientific and technological disciplines are neglected. 
Signs of regression are making their appearance. Athletics are being sacri- 
ficed. Culture is being mutilated, treated as a luxury or an item of 
merchandise. 


There is intolerable pressure to impose American educational patterns in our 
country. 


All elements of the crisis have a detrimental effect on our population growth. 
The current birthrate is below the French population's replacement rate. 


The aging of the population would dangerously mortgage the nation's long- 
term future. 


In the Overseas Departments and Territories, where colonialist type practices 
are rampant, there is massive poverty amd unemployment, affecting the young 
above all. 


The already weak economic potential is worsening. Many are those who have 
to leave the country only to frequently encounter unemployment elsewhere. 
The fundamental freedoms of these peoples are questioned and they are denied 
the right of self-determination. 
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2, Vassalizing 


The more big capital and its government deepen the crisis, the more they 
seek safety abroad. 


They have made European and Atlantic integration, France's vassalage to the 
United States and the Federal Republic of Germany a main guideline of their 
strategy. 


On the economic level, basically French multinational firms are increasing 
the proportion of their capital spending abroad, while the control exercised 
by foreign companies extends over many--at times key--sectors of our economy. 


The public sector is being sacrificed or made to serve these multinational 
corporations. Development of any advanced technology activity is conditional 
upon the approval of foreign multinational companies, 


The government is allowing France to be gradually outdistanced by its Western 
partners because it keeps adding to the obstacles and discriminatory measures 
in trade with socialist countries and likewise with developing countries. 


On the monetary and financial level, the "European Monetary Fund" amounts to 
the establishment of a veritable mark area and ratifies the FRG's position 
as Europe's banker with all of the attendant exorbitant powers and means of 
exerting pressure. France has thus abdicated a large part of its monetary 
sovereignty. 


On the defense level, France is being reintegrated into the United States-led 
NATO military bloc with whom the Giscardian government is expanding the ties 
and activities of the French Armed Forces, At the same time, the government 
is in the process of Europeanizing French weaponry, a move that constitutes a 
veritable first step in a process inevitably leading to elimination of our 
defense's national character and creation of a European army. Such a prospect 
is dangerous to our country and to peace because it would give the FRG access 
to nuclear weapons and because it would constitute an escalation in the 
strengthening of NATO, 


On the political level, the Giscardian government is a party to initiatives 
expressing a revivsl of Atlanticism with the holding of periodic "summits" 
of the chiefs of state of the most powerful capitalist countries. 


The people's profound desire for understanding among nations and peace 
compelled the government to make certain declarations of intention and 
associate our country with the Geneva Disarmament Conference, But thus 
far it has taken no concrete action tending to work for a de-escalation in 
arms production in the world and persists in making France one of the most 
active promoters of the arms race and in expanding our arms trade to such 
an extent that our country has become the leading arms exporter per capita, 
and particularly in support of fascist and racist regimes. 





15 


It acts as the Atlantic bloc's spearhead in certain regions of the world, 
notably in Africa, and has no hesitancy about resorting to military 
intervention. 


The pernicious character of this policy is most apparent in Europe. Within 
the European Economic Community, the Giscardian government has strengthened 
its preferential alliance with the FRG, thereby making France the stepping 
stone for German imperialism's hegemony in Europe. It has proved to be the 
most zealous architect of supranational integrati«:. Since 1974, it has 
unceasingly multiplied its proposals designed to enhance political integration 
through the expedient of increasing the powers of European institutions. 

It is now abandoning the practice of voicing France's views in different 
international negotiations. It endorses measures taken in Brussels against 
the best interests of our agriculture. Important decisions on entire sectors 
of our economy, such as steel, shipbuilding, textiles, and chemicals, are 
made abroad. 


The proposed enlargement of the European Economic Community to include Spain, 
Greece, and Portugal is definitely in keeping with this policy orientation 
and tends to intensify all of its negative effects. 


It would considerably exacerbate the difficulties of our agriculture and 
industry, certain sectors being even in danger of liquidation, It would 
accentuate regional crises. Generally speaking, this enlargement would 
allow multinational firms to make use of disparities in wages and social 
benefits to accentuate their policy of austerity, unemployment, and relocation. 


The political motives behind it are equally grave. in fact, reactionary and 
social democratic forces see it as an opportunity to take a decisive step in 
the direction of European integration, specifically by dropping the unanimity 
rule in the Commnity's bodies and agencies in favor of majority rule. In 
this way foreign powers would lay down the law to France. 


3. Major Political Objective 


Conditions are such in our times that obtaining a sufficiently broad popular 
consersus is more than ever, indispensable to the success of any policy, 
especially in a country like ours. For that reason, such a consensus is the 
basic objective of the government in its attempt to find solutions to the 
crisis that will maintain capital's domination. Powerful resources are 
being marshaled and employed to achieve this objective. 


In business and industrial firms, major employers are once again, at times 
with new approaches, trying to organize workers to collaborate in their own 
overexploitation. Employers are attempting to channel in this direction 

those measures it is obliged to take in response to the desire of wage earners 
to have a voice in decision making, and also in response to the needs of the 
economy in such matters. 








16 


They are allotting enormous sums and huge staffs to this effort. Yet at the 
same time, employers and the government are intensifying t)eir antilabor and 
antiunion repression, increasingly harassing workers, mairtaining files on 
workers, and keeping them in the status of persons who me''ely carry out 
orders. They are doing their utmost to make workers feel guilty. 


They are flouting the freedoms of opinion, expression, and organization. 

For 8 hours a day, workers are deprived of the right to exercise the funda- 
mental freedoms, despite the fact that these are guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion. 


Throughout the country, the Giscardian government babbles about “liberalism.” 
Yet it is systematically attempting to restrict democratic rights and 
freedoms, and developments in this respect have been particularly grave 
during the most recent period. 


The government attacks all individual and public freedoms the people of France 
have won by force of arms. It whittles them down, curtails them, and debases 
them. It increasingly overtly or covertly infringes upon personal freedoms. 
It is manifestly complaisant toward those who profess racism, anti-Semitism, 
and xenophobia, It attacks the right to strike, various forms of freedom 

of expression, such as the right to put up posters and the right to demon- 
strate. It even resorts to provocations by groups it manipulates. It 

fosters increased use of administrative practices that approach the occupa- 
tiona). “interdicts”" that are customary in the Federal Republic of Germany 

and European Community institutions. It attempts to discredit Parliament, 
limi':s its prerogatives, and subjects it to intolerable operating conditions. 
It denies regions the democratic powers they need, subordinates the activities 
of departments to its prefects, keeps communes under its thumb and endeavors 
to coordinate their activities in an authoritarian and technocratic manner. 

It attempts to use electronic data processing as a means of contril and 
surveillance. it has organized the major informational media into a veritable 
nationwide network of agencies for manipulating public opinion. 


The Giscardian government babbles about national unity. Yet at the same 
time, it is dividing the country by its policy of privileges for some and 
austerity and unemployment for others who are far more numerous. Playing 
upon the different effects of the crisis, it constantly strives to pit one 
group against the other: the most underprivileged workers against other 
wage earners, the jobless against workers with a job, workers against 
managerial and supervisory personnel enticed to be politically submissive, 
French workers against immigrant workers, and workers in the cities against 
farm workers. 


All of these efforts have their repercussions at the political level. To 
ensure, as it wishes, the broadest and quickest implementation of its policy 
of adapting to the crisis, the ruling bourgeoisie needs a steadier and more 
stable government with a broader political base. It dreams of the prevailing 
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situation in the FRc or England where a rightist party and social democratic 
party alternately assume power without thereby changing a policy direction 
conforming to capitalist views. 


This is the main reason behind the exaltation of the West German model. 


In France, this prospect presupposes obtaining, in one form or another, the 
cooperation of the Socialist Party in implementing capital's antisocial and 
antinational policy. 


This is the major political objective openly proclaimed by Giscard d‘Estaing 
since 1974. It accounts for all of the actions taken against the common 
program and its anticapitalist solutions, against the union based on that 
program. It is the true purpose of the many initiatives taken by the presi- 
dent of the republic under the watchword “reasonable coexistence." 


D. Socialist Party Policy 


The Socialist Party reoriented its policy to the right during the past 
period. It thereby opened the door to this Giscardian prospect and began 
creating conditions conducive to its realization. Since 1972, the party 
has shown itself to be highly reluctant to intensify action against the 
austerity policy and has displayed strong tendencies to the Giscardian 
“charm.” Since 1975, it has clearly moved closer to the social democratic 
parties of Northern Europe and reintegrated itself into the activities of 
the Socialist International with increased responsibilities. It has thus 
yielded to external entreaties that were especially urgent in that the stakes 
of the struggle in France have great national and international implications. 
It took all the unitary resolve and persistence of the communists to obtain 
a widely implemented agreement for the municipal election of 1977, an agree- 
ment that some of the most important socialist leaders, including Francois 
Mitterrand himself, nevertheless refused, to the very end, to comply with in 
their cities. In late 1976, and more and more clearly up to the Congress of 
Nantes in June 1977, socialist leaders set about proclaiming views deviating 
from the vital commitments made jointly, addressing the French Communist 
Party with such terms as ultimatum and "“diktat," asserting their desire to 
impose their hegemony over it, and to use it as an auxiliary force to gain 
power while they still retained a free hand. Jointly with leaders of the 
Leftist Radical Movement, they repeatedly placed obstacles in the way of 
effective conduct of negotiations on updating of the common program, and 
eventually broke off th*se negotiations unilaterally. 


As a matter of fact, they had decided to smash the union of the left and 
renounce the common program which, in their opinion, had become a joke. 

In fact, that program's anticapitalist and democratic reforms, the guarantees 
it provided to ensure France's independence and sovereignty--were totally 
opposed to the European and Atlantic integration policy to which their party 
had subscribed, particularly in the Socialist International. Consequently 
the Socialist Party led the left to an electoral defeat for which it is 
entirely to blame. 
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Since March 1978, it has continued this disastrous course. It has declared 
the common program to be "foreclosed" and let it be known “that rewriting it 
was out of the question.” With the passing months, it has revealed numerous 
points of agreement with the Giscardian government. It has alined itself 
with the latter on the European integration issue and on enlargement of the 
European Economic Community, thereby very markedly demonstrating its shift 
to support of the policy of austerity, unemployment, regional and national 
surrender, dictate’) by the capitalist forces. In the March 1979 cantonal 
elections, it helped dozens of rightist candidates to win by its course of 
action and initiatives that contributed to an inadequate shift of socialist 
votes to the communist candidates. At its May 1979 Congress of Metz, it 
confirmed its rightist orientation. 


Carrying on in the traditions of the old SFIO [French Section of the Workers 
International (old French Socialist Party)], the party is now the scene of 
internal personal squabbles and tactical conflicts that are not meant to 
challenge this orientation but have to do with ways and means of implementing 
it. 


In the same social democratic traditions, socialist leaders are not reluctant 
to make leftist statements while at the same time acting as rightists. 


This two-faced tactic reflects their fear that public opinion will become 
more fully aware of the fact that the Communist Party has remained true to 
its commitments and is currently the only one taking resolute and consistent 
action, as a party, against the moneyed powers and their policy. 


Indeed, therein lies the whole problem for the Giscardian forces as well as 
for the Socialist Party. 


The Communist Party's existence, influence, and activity constitute the main 
obstacle to their rapprochement plan designed to achieve joint implementation 
of capital's policy. 


That is why both of them have assigned themselves the objective of weakening 
the Communist Party. For this purpose, they developed a type of anticommnism 
designed mainly to obscure and discredit the bold and innovative democratic 
policy and outlook the 22d PCF Congress offered the country. 


The way along which capitalist forces and their government are driving France 
cannot lead the country out of the crisis or solve its serious problems, 
It is fraught with consequences for the present and perils for the future. 


Decades of unemployment and sacrifice for the workers; our economy weakened; 
regions assassinated; a destabisized and divided society in which the West 
German-style consensus imposed on workers brought to heel would be accompanied 
by outbursts of violence and despair; youth with their high hopes blighted; 

a disjointed subcontracting, and dependent France which had become the province 
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of an American-German empire; such is the picture for the year 2000 being 
prepared for us by the ruling bourgeoisie, its government, and the political 
forces that fit into this prospect. 





This is the way to France's decline. 
Ii The Decocratic Way to Socialism For France 
A. The Socialism We Want 


To reali; and lastingly improve, at one and the same time, the standard of 
living an’ the quality of life of workers and their families, to extricate 
the country irom its crisis, and to truly change, radical democratic reforms 
have to be made, reforms freeing the country from capital's total domination 
of the economy, the state, and all national activity. 


There must be a social transformation which makes democracy advance farther 
than it has ever gone. A new republic has to be invented. 


1. A Democratic “Participative” Socialism 


France needs a social democracy. Development of all individuals, within the 
always increasingly richer diversity of their personality and within new 
forms of solidarity: Such is what the purpose and driving force of a modern 
economy, a modern nation must become. 


This progress implies, first and foremost of all, the struggle against 
austerity and unemployment, against poverty, against inequalities. 


France needs an economic democracy. It must adopt a new type of development 
conceived, oriented, and controlled by and for workers, consumers, and 
citizens. 


This control means major production and trade facilities will become the 
property of society. It demands a sufficient set of democratic nationaliza- 
tions alongside other forms of social ownership, and an economic sector based 
on private ownership. 


France needs a political democracy. A government representative of the 
working people, within which the working class will play a leading political 
role, must respect and demand respect for majority choices, 


This government will guarantee indefeasible human rights, an unprecedented 
expansion of freedoms, respect for pluralism, and the capability of voting 
a government out of office. 


These changes in ownership of the means of production and management of 
the state are indispensable but not sufficient. 
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The oppression and exploitation which mark the entire capitalist society 
have so long and so deeply impregnated ways of thinking, habits, culture, 
and social relationships in general that they are likely .> survive the 
transformation of ownership and the state and reproduce, on a new economic 
base, the hierarchies and behavior of a society in which a minority controls 
everything while the mass of workers is restricted to an implementing role. 





This new economic base itself still has some of the characteristics of the 
old society from which it has emerged. 


The social transformation toward which we want to advance cannot consist in 
replacing bureaucrats by other bureaucrats, technocrats by other technocrats. 
It cannot culminate in replacing one authoritative and centralized apparatus 
by another, one type of mind-conditioning by another, 


Concurrently with the transformation of ownership and the authority of the 
state, there must, therefore, be a basic effort to modify social relation- 
ships. Im all sectors, at all levels, in all possible known or conceivable 
forms, there must be a transition from subservience to participation, from 
command to initiative. In business and industrial enterprises, there must 
be a transition from monarchy to a new life established by the worker. 


There must be a transition to communal "self-management," to real regional 
authority. 


There must be a transition from governmental power wielded from on high and 
far away for a minority's benefit to an always broader management of society 
in its entirety by workers themselves, citizens themselves. "Self-management" 
[participation by all in decision-making], or democracy carried to the 
ultimate in all social activity, will open up as yet unsuspected possibilities 
for each and everyone, 


This is what we mean by the democratic “participative” socialism France needs 
and we want. 


2. Reasons for Our Choice 


Our choice is ambitious but not arbitrary. It constitutes a modern, popular, 
and realistic response to the objective needs of French society, It is the 
only way to resolution of the crisis. It takes into account the vital 
aspirations of workers, of the people. 


Our choice derives its strength from our liberative and humanistic ideal. 

We do not claim to find in texts ready-made formas for achieving socialism 
in our country. But we are true to the conviction that animates our entire 
struggle: a change in tine way of life, a society of well-being, justice, 
and fraternity, and socialism in freedom and by freedom, 


Our choice is national. 
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The French nation is a long history, traditions, liberties, a way of life, 
all dear to its people. We value these attainments. We want to continue 
them, not only because they come from a past rich in struggles, but even more 
because they contain great economic, social, political, and cultural 
potentialities for today and for tomorrow, 


Our nation offers the most propitious framework for achieving a ratio of 
political forces favorable to meeting the needs of the people of France, 
favorable to socialist transformation. Our people's attachment to their 
independence, their patriotism, constitute a valuable basis for unity, a 
restorative force, 


Productive forces in France have a structure with its own consistency, with 
specific national characteristics. 


They form a unique system which has--alongside weaknesses due to the bour- 
geoisie's policy--unexplored possibilities of expansion. It is through 
complete fulfillment of its potentialities and by preserving its sovereignty 
that France can best contribute to a type of international cooperation from 
which it will derive resources indispensable to its own development. It is 
through such cooperation respectful of the diversity and interests of nations 
that the most modern productive forces can make great strides consistent with 
the interests of peoples, and not through concentration, an integration 
responsive solely to the thirst for power and profit of multinational firms. 


Mankind will be the more enriched the further it advances in both solidarity 
and diversity: diversity of spiritual life, of currents of opinion, of 
aspirations, of nuances in feelings and ideas, of everything that constitutes 
culture, 


In our view, the future does not belong to standariized, bureaucratized, and 
equalized blocs. It is not by Americanizing itself within a Western Europe 
merged under West German domination that French society will find the road 
to happiness and freedom. It is rather by asserting its identity, its 
sovereignty without either surrender or limitations. 


Our choice is unique. It gives due consideration to the lessons we have 
learned from international experience in all of its aspects. 


Socialism is already being achieved and will be realized to an even greater 
extent in a wide diversity of forms. 


Based on general characteristics and laws verified or modified by experience, 
socialism has assumed and will assume the most varied forms because it is 
built by men, by peoples such as centuries have molded them, and because 
these peoples each act within the unique conditions of their country and in 

a given historical period. Like all the major types of society that are 
landmarks in the evolution of mankind, socialism is born and grows necessarily 
in concrete response to each country's concrete needs. 








22 


Prom this basic established fact, w have drawn two inseparable conclusions. 


First of all, we have definitely rejected the dogmatic concept of reproducing 
in France a model taken from elsewhere or what amounts to the same thing, 
systematically doing the exact opposite of what is being done elsewhere. 

Our choice is unique because France's past and its current reality make condi- 
tions in France unique. Socialism in France will be built in French fashion 
or it will not be built at ali. 


Secondly, we have rejected and continue to reject the equally dogmatic concept 
that socialism cannot exist in this or that other country on the pretext that 
it appears there in different forms than those we conceive for our nation. 


3. Our Attitude Toward Socialist Countries 


Socialism exists. It entered into history in October 1917 when Russian 
workers and peasants, under the leadership of their commmnist party, seized 
power and abolished capitalist exploitation. In the wake of the Soviet Union, 
other countries have undergone this decisive transformation. In addition, 
during what is, historically speaking, a limited period of time given the 
sheer magnitude of the task, the initial situations, and the conditions 
encountered by each socialist country, these countries have performed a feat 
that testifies to the existence and superiority of the new system they adopted 
to solve society's major problems. 


That is why when we are asked what socialism is contributing today to the 
historical movement of the countries concerned, and to mankind in general, 
we reply that the overall results obtained by the socialist countries are 
positive. 


Neither this statement nor recognition of the necessary diversity of the 
forms of sccialism means that we have forgotten what it has become customary 
to call “Stalinism.” The period during which Stalin directed the affairs of 
the Soviet Union was a period of mass repressions, authoritarian and rersonal 
leadership within the party and the state, increased dogmatic thinking, 
serious errors in the methods of building socialism and in the application 
oc rules that must govern relations between commnist parties. 


The Communist Party of the Soviet Union proceeded to put an end to these 
crimes and errors the moment Stalin died. It denounced them at its 20th 
congress in 1956. Nevertheless, some practices and faults from that past 

do subsist today. Furthermore, in the Soviet Union--and likewise in other 
socialist countries--there are problems whose importance stems, in our opinion, 
from the fact that there is a persistent misappreciation of the universal 
democratic standard of which swcialism is the bearer. While it is true that 
each people builds and must build socialism in its owm way, the progressive 
democratization of all structures of society and of all social relationships 
constitutes a universally necessary component of socialism. 
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The French Communist Party's position on these major issues is devoid of all 
ambiguity. It is rational and consistent. We have irrevocably condemned 
"Stalinism" because the concepts and practices that term represents are 
totally foreign to our ideal and our policy. As for ourselves, we have drawn 
the essential lessons from our study of this subject. We have drawn up a 
democratic way for France to advance toward a socialism that is itself 
democratic. We are helping to promote a new concept and practice for rela- 
tions among communist parties. We are intent on enhancing the value of the 
creative nature of our theory and continuously perfecting the party's 
democratic ways. We base our conduct on the idea that we must always guard 
against the temptation to substitute the convenience of authoritarianism for 
the democratic effort of conviction and political struggle. In reaffirming 
the validity of our 22d congress, we are clearly reaffirming the validity of 
all those basic guidelinss that are an integral part thereof, 


Faithfulness to this rational and consistent line has led us to pursue 

this analytical effort with the determination to derive therefrom all the 
lessons for our own militant action. It has led us to consider it our duty 
and right to express publicly our disagreement with measures that infringe 
upon the freedoms of opinion, expression, and creation, as we have been 
compelled to do in connection with events that have occurred in socialist 
countries, Because, for us, freedom is not divisible, and we cannoc accept 
having the communist ideal besmirched by unjust and unwarranted actions. 

In so doing, we have no wish to combat the socialist countries, but on the 
contrary we want to help the advance of socialism to the extent we can and 
within the limits of our responsibilities. 


This same fidelity to the line of the 23d congress led us to reject any idea 
of a split with the socialist countries, of withdrawing within ourselves. 





Our choice reflects the necessity of internationalist solidarity. 


The class struggle is both national and international. One of the foundations 
of the democratic way to socialism for France, one of its master cards, is 

the evolution in the ratio of international forces, the progress made in 
detente and peaceful coexistence, To overlook this fact would be suicidal. 


4. Necessary Internationalist Solidarity 
That is why we affirm our solidarity with all revolutionary and progressive 


forces fighting against imperialism and for independence, peace, democracy, 
socialism, and communism, 


Solidarity with communist parties entrusted by peoples to govern countries 
in which socialism is being built and developed, solidarity in the 
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struggle for peace, disarmament, peaceful coexistence, and respect for the 
right of self-determination of nations. 


Solidarity with communist parties of capitalist countries in the struggle 
against the exploitative classes in power who are coordinating their 
efforts on an international scale to force workers and peoples to bear 

the burden of all the effects of the crisis. We attach a great deal of 
importance to the fact that some of these parties have similar or kindred 
views on the necessity of proposing, as ways out of the crisis, the ways 
toward socialism whose guideline is the development of democracy, a guide- 
line that has been called "“Eurocommunism.” Solidarity also with communist 
parties fighting for the independence and development of their countries, 
often under very difficult conditions. 


We are working for development of new relations within the international 
communist movement. The basis of these relations is the independence of 
each party, equality and noninterference. The movement no longer has a 
center, and in our view, it cannot have one of any kind. Independence 

is not contrary to internationalist solidarity, but an integral part there- 
of. Likewise, we cannot overlook the differences that do or may exist: 

we must face them squarely and discuss them if such discussion is deemed 
useful. But these differences in no way warrant our renouncing the neces- 
sity of developing relations with all communist parties. We are prepared 
to work with each one of them for all the objectives we have in common. 


Solidarity cannot be limited to communist parties. All those forces 
throughout the world which, in their very diverse reality, are fighting 
against imperialism and for social progress, freedom, independence and 
peace, can count on our active solidarity. We are, in particular, keenly 
interested in strengthening this solidarity--while respecting each one's 
personality--with national democratic parties and movements leading 

their people's struggle for independence, social justice, and development. 
We hope to contribute with ever-incrwasing effectiveness to the convergence 
of our battle and theirs in behalf of a more equitable world economic 
order. We are especially dedicated to this latter objective because it 
is, in our view, in keeping with our country's vocation. 


We are working, particularly within the European context, to establish and 
develop contacts and, if possible, joint actions with socialist and 

social democratic parties to further those objectives consistent with the 
true interests of our peoples. We make a point of reaffirming this 
position, even though in the present behavior of most of these parties, it 
is not conducive to this rapprochement. 


In the same spirit, we intend to continue our efforts to establish bases 
for positive cooperation with representative forces of the Christian 
working masses. 
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B. A Democratic and Revolutionary Way 


To attain democratic socialism, we want to follow a way that is itself 
democratic. In so doing, end and means are in harmony. The 23d congress 
rejected the view that social transformation could be accomplished by 

an active minority. It dismissed the idea of a preliminary, authoritarian, 
and centralizing phase. It agreed to no longer include dictatorship of 

the proletariat among its objectives, because it does not correspond to 
either the path or goal that befit our country. 


Our battle for democracy is based upon the general interests of the working 
class and workers in general, the nation's interest. The will to achieve 
socialism is its heart and soul. 


l. The Way of Struggle 


In present-day France, each democratic advance can be aclieved only by 
inflicting a setback on capital, and it forms a strongpoint from which 

to inflict new setbacks. Each right, each freedom, each democratic advan- 
tage gained, maintained and expanded represents one less privilege, one 
less weapon for the bourgeoisie, and one more position, one more lever 

for the workers. With all the forces of big capital mobilized against it, 
democracy supported by the people's and workers movement, and constituting 
both the end and means of change, has become the stake, the main battle- 
ground of the class struggle. 


Under these conditions, the democratic way is indeed the fighting way 
("way of struggle"): the class struggle in all its forms, without civil 
war. As we stated at the 22d congress, “it is a succession of dogged 
struggles, of mass struggles to alter always increasingly the ratio of 
social and political forces in favor of the workers, all classes of the 
people." Successful advancement along this road implies, therefore, 
development of a powerful majority people's movement rallying to action, 
around transformative objectives, all social forces being victimized by 
capital, organizations and political parties that support these objectives. 
This movement will express itself at each stage in the struggle and by 
universal suffrage. It will ensure compliance with the latter's verdict. 
This inseparably implies the existence of an avant-garde, influential 

and combative democratic and revolutionary party. That party is the 
French Communist Party. 


Does the French people's experience since 1972 contradict these basic 
orientations of the 23d congress? We believe, contrariwise, that 

it confirms their validity, underscores the necessity of having all 
communists assess its full import and draw therefrom all conclusions 
for their practical political application. 


Actually what does this experience show? 











2. Common Program's Experience 


In 1972, we signed, with the Socialist Party, a common program for which 
we had fought more than 10 years. We did this with the awareness that 
this agreement did not settle all problems in the struggle for a democratic 
change and even created new ones. We knew that the Socialist Party is not 
our party. Its strategy is not our strategy. 


The Socialist Party's whole history shows its permanent tendency to practice 
class collaboration with the bourgeoisie. From nonintervention in Spain 
to approval of the Munich surrender to Hitler in 1938, from the ouster of 
communist ministers in 1947 to the violent repression of workers strikes 
and censorship of L'HUMANITE, from the sending of draftees to Algeria to 
the colonialist Suez expedition in 1956, French; social democracy has made 
the most antidemocratic decisions, those most directed against the people 
and most contrary to the national interest. In the government, it has 
faithfully managed capital's affairs. Its political practice has, at 
certain times, deviated from this line under the pressure of the people's 
aspirations and struggles encouraged by the revolutionary party, in other 
words, by our party. Such was the case in 1936 and at the time of the 
liberation. Such was the case in 1972, after it had suffered a bitter 
defeat in the 1969 presidential elections with Gaston Deferre, its candi- 
date, obtainixe only 5 percent of the votes. 


But ever since that parti_ular moment, it has been our view that signing 
the common program could not alter what is inherent in the Socialist 
Party's nature and expressed in its history, the ideological currents with 
which it is imbued, the social compositions of its executive bodies, the 
ties established in the course of a lengthy experience of alliances with 
the right, and its constraining membership in the Socialist International. 
We did not want the agreement reached to be a mere "summit" agreement. 
Our action was not faultless, as we have admitted, but it had no other 
purpose than to multiply efforts to have that agreement become, in its 
subject matter, the business of the working masses themselves. 


The Socialist Party, however--as subsequent events proved--had concluded 
an alliance with us solely with the objective of strengthening itself at 
our expense, so as to put itself in a position to be able, at the proper 
time, to act as a relay instrument for the right in implementing capital's 
policy. For its part, the right never stopped encouraging this tactic by 
following a policy of "two irons in the fire”: On the one hand, it 
defended its government, on the other, it sought to weaken the 

Communist Party within the left in an effort to create conditions condu- 
cive to a split in the Union of the Left and to a social democratic 
solution. These convergent efforts were able to rely on the illusions 
that were created the moment the common program was actually signed by 
the Communist Party and Socialist Party, illusions as to the evolution 
and intentions of the latter party. These efforts were helped by the 
"tranquilizing" effects of an attitude that consisted in expecting 








everything from a coalition viewed as a self-contained "summit" union, and 
deferring the solution of problems to after the elections. To fully 
understand the appearance and persistence of these illusions and this 
behavior, one has to consider the problems posed by the crisis and the 
need to clear a positive wav out of that crisis, to obtain unity on 
profound democratic transformations. One has to realize the difficulties 
involved in getting all those desiring change to understand the conditions 
of that change. This set of basic facts explains why, in spite of our 
efforts, it was not possible to preserve the union and ensure the common 
program's success, to prevent the Socialist Party--exploiting the imbalance 
in its favor which had developed within the left in the meantime--from 
taking an increasingly aloof attitude toward the joint commitments and 
eventually breaking with the union. 


The Socialist Party's conduct has created a new situation. We must take 
official cognizance of that fact. But far from viewing this as a reason 
for renouncing the line adopted by our 22d congress, we believe, on the 
contrary, that we will find the answers to the situation’s problems by 
developing all potentialities, by enhancing and fructifying all achieve- 
ments of the innovative orientation defined just 3 vears ago. 


3. Building the Union 


We reaffirm that our line remains and will remain the union of all the 
people's forces, the union of the people of France for consistently more 
advanced democratic changes extending eventually to socialism. This is 
an irrevocable choice. It is based on this choice that we have assigned 
ourselves the objective of building a new, stronger, more durable, and 
truer union. 


Experience shows that to attain this goal we must always give priority to 
the union at the rank-and-file level, in other words, to unity in the 
action of the workers themselves, of the masses themselves. To withstand 
all trials, the union must be built through multiple and diversified 
struggles waged by all social classes opposed to capital's policy. It 
must be expressed in a broad and powerful people's movement which 
coordinates, at each stage, the diversified struggles of these classes 
for their own interests so as to aline them toward objectives of specific 
and explicit democratic transformations meeting their common needs and 
the country’s needs. The union must constantly couple public democratic 
debate with concrete action so that workers, citizens can judge the truth 
under ali circumstances and intervene with full knowledge of the facts. 


In saying this, we are not proposing a makeshift approach pending better 
days. Quite the contrary, we are proposing the quickest and surest way, 
the effective way, It is, in effect, by daily action, by the various 
democratic gains such action will bring, by the changes it will produce 
everywhere in the ratio of forces in favor of the workers, that we shall 
create, step by step, the conditions of the union, of necessary changes 
and the election victories they imply. Based on the lessons of experience, 
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it is thus critically important to establish the link which must exist be- 
tween social struggles and election campaigns without confounding them. 

The democratic advance in France will not have its “big night," except 
possibly an election night. The problems involved in establishing and 
preserving the people's union will be solved in a succession of bitter 
battles whose shape and tempo cannot be programmed at the outset or dictated 
from on high. This is the only way that makes it possible to fructify the 
possibilities of rallying the people, possibilities brought out by the 
crisis, and at the same time, surmount the obstacles that, in this same 
crisis, render the union difficult and precarious. 


The social classes whose alliance is necessary differ in their nature, their 
situation, their needs, their aspirations. Because of their diversity, 
there is no lack of contradictions. Some of these are sharpened by the 
crisis. The bourgeoisie is leaving no stone unturned to take advantage of 
them. Achieving unity requires setting aside any simplificative view and 
acting with an awareness of the possibilities and difficulties of the task. 


This lucidity and action will be helped by the new effort to study the social 
classes in present-day France, an effort our party has decided to intensify. 


1. Various Social Classes to be United 


The union must express the interests of the working class first and foremost. 
It must allow this class to obtain satisfaction of its most pressing demands 
and the share of responsibility to which it is entitled at all decision- 
making and management levels, This is because the working class is large 
and represents the vital force of the modern economy; because satisfaction 
of its demands is a key to solution of the country's problems; because, 

being the most directly and most harshly exploited class, it has the most 
interest in change; because it has accumulated extensive experience in 
struggle and organization and mans the front line in the battle against 
capital. It can unite itself and rally the laborious nation around it. 


This deep-rooted cohesion, .this pool of vital interests do not prevent 

the bourgeoisie from trying to capitalize on the differences and nuances 
existing within the working class. Furthermore, the composition of that 
class is changing. For example, one particularly large category, the 
technicians, has been formed over the past few years. Their situation, 
their demands are becoming increasingly intertwined with the situation 

and general interests of the working class and the greater part of them 
are now becoming an integral part of that class in the same way as clerical 
workers and some production engineers. At the same time, this enriching 
change does, nevertheless, pose complex problems that employers are trying 
to turn into conflicts. 


By taking advantage of every possibility for positive transformations, we 
are seeking, along with all workers, men and women--in plants where to- 
gether they daily produce immense wealth and together are exploited-- 
concrete answers to their problems and their questions. We are helping 
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them become aware of their social role, of their ability to participate in 
the firm's management as they do in the country's, and of everything that 
makes up the unity of their lives and interests, 


The mumber of clerical employees is increasing. Their living and working 
conditions, their concentration approximate them to the working class. 
While they do not yet have its experience, while they do not view 
capitalist exploitation in the same way, they nonetheless, have a like 
interest in social transformation. They are increasingly participating 

in struggles. Persistent action is required to help them recognize this 
affinity of interests and expand their struggles in concert with all other 
workers. 


The objective convergence of the interests of engineers and supervisory 
personnel ("cadres") with the interests of the working class opens up 
great possibilities in firms and plants. While this convergence is be- 
coming more pronounced and is expressed in their participation in the 
struggles, it simultaneously poses new problems. Hence it is important 
to overcome their sensitivity to employers’ integration attempts and 
their fear that gaining new rights for the workers may hurt their own 
situation. 


Another example of the union's problems is that of the farmers. With the 
rural population as a whole, farmers are suffering the consequences of the 
policy on restriction of domestic consumption, liquidation of a huge part 
of our national agriculture, and domination by foreigners within the 
Common Market. The progress of cooperation has increased mutu®l assistance 
and solidarity among them, and we are protecting cooperation's gains against 
the attacks levelled at it. Their devotion to national independence 

forms, more than ever, a decisive common ground for their alliance with 

the working class. But there are still prejudices which we shall surmount 
by fighting at their side for their interests, and also by clarifying for 
them the reasons socialism will secure France a modern agriculture based 

on the family farm. 


Like engineers and supervisory personnel, intellectuals in general are 
affected to varying degrees by the crisis in all of its manifold aspects. 

A number of them are currently hard hit by it, particularly in their 
living and working conditions, their jobs. It has led them to uphold 
their various demands through struggle, to join the ranks of those fighting 
the democratic battle. Teachers, both men and women, professors and 
researchers are deeply affected by the crisis in education and research, 

In their practice, doctors, lawyers, architects and urban planners 
encounter deteriorating living conditions among the people. Creative 
persons, producers and professional artists are intimately affected by 

the cultural crisis. Magistrates, officers and noncommissioned officers 
of the armed forces and police, and senior civil servants note the crisis 
in the governmental machinery, as well as the centralism, authoritarianism, 
and national surrender which characterize the government's policy. In 
these various groups, there is a nascent desire to have their activities 
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develop in consonance with contemporary individual and social needs. Yet, 
despite this, their rapprochement with the working class is not spontaneous- 
ly brought about. It encounters somewhat large obstacles, These stem from 
their respective situations and the battle being waged by the bourgeoisie 

to keep them under its control and subservient to its policy. Winning 

the intellectuals over to the alliance with the working class--that capital 
issue--calls for extensive work on our part in conjunction with a new 
assessment of their situation and their aspirations. 


The situation of small craftsmen and small and medium-sized business and 
industrial enterprises grappling with the crisis provides additional 
examples of the problems the broadest possible union poses. 


These possibilities and difficulties confirm the validity of our concep- 
tion of the union. That union is not a hodgepodge collection of malcontents 
unscrupulously admixing widely separate, indeed even conflicting, demands. 
But it is a complex battle to unite effectively all victims of big capital 
in the struggle "against" the caste dominating the country and "for" 
democratic change. 


Alliance with the working class in no way requires other social classes to 
sacrifice their individuality, their own interests, and their future 
prospects. On the contrary, these different social classes must find in 
this alliance the answer to their own aspirations. Their diversity must 
enrich the nation. At the same time, we must manage to get each one of 
these classes to accept the movement's general interest as its own. The 
place of the working class in national life and responsibilities must 

be recognized. 


5. Christians and Communists 


Since it will reflect the living reality of the people of France, the union 
will necessarily encompass a number of currents of thinking, opinions, 
beliefs and philosophies. This plurality cannot help but produce many 
problems, but we regard them as a resource and a stimulus. 


We attach special importance to dialog and joint action between communists 
and Christians. The changes which have occurred in the world and in France, 
the careful study of the past and present, and the experience gained in 
the people's struggles do not mark our thinking alone. In their own way, 
and to varying degrees, these factors also influence the Christian world. 
There is an ever-increasing number of Christians who want to give their 
faith active expression in social life. Our battle against poverty and 
inequalities, for social justice and brotherhood, for democracy and "self- 
management," for peace and international friendship, and for a new world 
economic order, is consistent with their aspirations. Christians are 
dedicated, in the name of their own values, to respect for the human 
individual and his dignity which we uphold in the name of our communist 
ideal, 
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The study and rapprochement effort we have made with the Christians since 
the 22d congress has, in our view, been positive. Without concealing the 
illusions harbored about the nature of the crisis and solutions thereto, 
without hiding the fact that certain Church circles are attempting to 
place obstacles between Christians and communists, we are determined to 
continue our action to bring a new dimension to the meeting between the 
two. 


In this spirit, it is important to pursue the effort to overcome certain 
surviving anticlerical sentiments that continue to restrain realization 
of our cwnception of relations between Christians and communists. 


6. New Contributions to the People's Movement 


The vast concentration of people that are to be rallied to take action 
must be enriched not solely by the struggles of different oppressed social 
classes in defense of their interests, but equally by major movements 
promoting new common aspirations. 


Women 


In this respect, the outstanding development in recent years has been the 
extensive and combative irruption of women into the people's struggles. 


Female blue-collar and white-collar workers, women who are intellectuals, 
rural women, or women without any occupational specialty, all are combining 
the aspirations specific to their social category with their desire to 

put an end to all discrimination, all oppression, to win true equality 

in all domains, and to have their individuality recognized, This is a 
truly forward movement by women. 


It is not, however, without its contradictions, Women do not form a 
homogeneous social category. Not all of them clearly perceive the means 
of achieving their liberation and there is no lack of attempts to conceal 
these means from them, 


To win each woman over to the battle for democratic changes leading to 
socialism, to ensure that this battle is constantly further enriched by 
women's aspirations after equality and freedom--such is the purpose 

of our action. 


Youth 


The struggles of youth constitute another of the major forces for change, 


Tie current situation has aroused within the younger generation a strong 
weve of condemnation of the old capitalist system and a growing desire 

ter changes which young people increasingly identify with socialism. 

At the same time, the government's campaigns, the chaos and disorder 
created by the crisis are prompting youth to seek an illusory and hopeless 
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way out of their predicament through individual solutions or unproductive 
behavior. Hence winning the majority of young people over to the demo- 
cratic and revolutionary battle alongside the working class demands that 
they be given help in imparting a class tenor to their desire for change, 
and that firm action be taken to combat the negative effects of the crisis 
on youth. This effort is especially important, because with the 

influence the younger generation now has in social and political life, no 
decisive democratic advance is possible without youth's contribution, its 
combativity, its spirit of initiative, and its innovative strength. 


Live, Work and Make Decisions in One's Home Region 


The desire to live, work and be involved in decision-making within one's 
home region, and to preserve and enhance that region's originality has 
manifested itself with increasing strength in recent years. Communists 
support this movement with the conviction that the French nation can but 
benefit from the flowering within its midst of vigorous, diversified and 
democratic regions with a degree of autonomy giving them decision-making 
authority in all problems arising at their level. A major element can be 
formed within the general movement for progress and democracy by uniting 
in a single battle all those persons who are and want to be French and 

at the same time Breton, Corsican, Alsatian, Burgundian or Provencal, 

in short, all those who want to assert their regional identity within the 
framework of national unity and provide for their future along with their 
region's future. 


Rallying the Patriots 


The Giscardian policy leading to France's decline worries all the countless 
persons in this country who are dedicated to independence, security and 
national sovereignty, in a word, the patriots, There are differences, 
disagreements and conflicts among them, and this situation makes their 
rapprochement an extremely complex task. But the problems plaguing the 
nation are so urgent that there is growing feeling that convergence of 

the efforts of all these elements is necessary. As for us, we intend to 
contribute to such convergence, Rallying these elements may, in the 
future, constitute the broadest expression of the union France needs to 
guarantee its existence and play a world role commensurate with its 


importance. 
7. Importance of Labor Unions, Organizations and Associative Activity 


Many workers, citizens handle their own problems by organizing themselves 
into labor unions and a variety of family, social, women's, cultural, 
athletic and other movements. Such organizations and movements are one 

of the traditional characteristics of pluralistic democratic life in 
France, one of the chief means millions of people have for taking 
independent action with respect to the most varied concerns, Despite 

all the obstacles, there are new expressions of this associative activity. 
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Elected communist officials favor ‘ree development of all these activities 
and the participation of all their members in choices and decision-making 
at all levels. These officials are eager to initiate frank and straight- 
forward dialog and cooperation with them. The socialism we are militantly 
promoting will protect the existence and untrammelled development of 
associative activity and the activity of labor unions and movements. The 
French Communist Party bases its relations with these movements and 
organizations on mutual respect for each one's independence and purpose, 
freedom of opinion and freedom of criticism. In this spirit, it is 
prepared to make arrangements for meetings, studies and coordination pro- 
ductive for the people's movement as a whole, with labor unions, organiza- 
tions and associations desiring to do so. 


8. Alliance With Socialist Party 


It is through this same approach that solutions will be found to the prob- 
lems posed by the alliance between the Communist Party and political 
groups induced to declare themselves in favor of democratic change, 
particularly the Socialist Party. 


This alliance is indispensable in a country like ours where the existence 
of different political parties--within the parliamentary majority or 
opposition--is a characteristic of the national democratic life and will 
continue to be so in the society we want. As the political reflection of 
the union of pecple's forces on which it is based, this alliance can and 
must, in turn, constitute a driving force for this union. We want that 
alliance for teday and for tomorrow. What we propose has not changed: 

it is a clear, strong and enduring union of the left with transformative 
objectives consonant with the will and needs of the working class and the 
people and in equality and fairness. 


How can such a union be achieved with the Socialist Party as it now stands 
and for which we do not insist on the precondition that it become a 
revolutionary party like ours? Experience strikingly shows that the 
solution to the difficult problem this question raises can come only from 
an upsurge in the people's movement, It is in the expansion of that 
movement, in the gaining of new positions for the workers, and in the 
changes this will bring about in the realities of the situation and in 
ways of thinking, that broader and more lasting conditions of reconcilia- 
tion between the Communist Party and Socialist Party will be created. 


This means that, in the development of militant activity, necessary 
political agreements must be established on bases and in forms which pre- 
clude the politician's tactic of leftist language coupled with rightist 
action, contribute to clarity on what unites and what differentiates the 
two parties, foster and do not inhibit the workers action. In this 
spirit, our party will not fail to take, at the proper time and in 
connection with development of the people's movement, those measures that 
will enable this movement to find suitable ways of expressing itself in 
unison with the action of political groups. 





34 


Such agreements will mature through action at the rank-and-file level. 
action which has and will always retain a decisive character. It ix this 
effort which is our major current task. The effort is already under way. 


The people's movement is expressing itself in numerous militant social 
struggles. Prompted by the workers’ dissatisfaction and anger over the 
disastrous effects of Giscardian policy, these struggles have revealed 
the continued existence of a significant gain obtained during the earlier 
period. From the struggle in support of the common program and the 
people's upward thrust in the years 1972 to 1977, many workers have re- 
tained the conviction that they are a major force, that democratic solu- 
tions are possible, and that it is necessary to act to ensure that they 
prevail. There is no doubt about it, for the government and major 
employers who dream about docile workers, submissive labor unions and a 
weakened Communist Party, their dream is a far cry from reality. 


9. Goals of Struggle 


As of today, without waiting, all these struggles in support of the 
people's demands and aspirations must be expanded as much as possible. 

It is a matter of obtaining all that can be obtained, encouraging every 
real step forward of democracy, whatever the level, without ever ceasing 
the effort to ensure understanding of the limits of the gains, the causes 
of the crisis, the conditions and content of the profound political 
changes. It is a matter of furthering, in the struggle, the democratization 
of society .t all levels by using all channels, all levers available to 
us. We are not making any advance determination of what the movement, 
the tenor and level of demands, and the forms of struggle will be. We 
are and must be even more effectively present and active everywhere, in 
all fields of activity, and serving all just causes. 


Living Better, Living Differently 


In the face of deteriorating living conditions, workers regard as indi- 
vidual human rights the capability of each person to provide himself with 
adequate and wholesome food, clothe himself, protect his health, live 

in quality housing, provide his children with an education qualifying 
them in a good trade or profession, deepen his culture, engage in sports, 
travel, relax and amuse himself, and assure himself of a decent and 
independent old age. 


Our priority struggle against poverty, against all inequality, is con- 
sistent with this imperative requirement, It also corresponds to economic 
and political necessities. The crisis cannot possibly be surmounted 
without increasing people's consumption, first of all that of the most 
underprivileged, and without enhancing the value of the labor force, 
first of all the most exploited workers, French society cannot be made 
to evolve toward democracy without guaranteeing each women and each man 
the opportunity to organize their life without material fear. 
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The purchasing power of workers and families must be increased by giving 
the most to those who have the least. Increased measures must be taken 
to reduce inequalities in income as well as in wages. The gap between 
high and low wages must be narrowed from the bottom upward. 


Action must be taken to make the tax system equitable. 


The social security system must be protected, redressed and expanded in 
consonarce with the demands of our times bv broadening its coverage, 
reforming its financing and democratizing its administration. 


In the face of unemployment and underemployment, workers regard the right 
to work as a basic right. The French economy must make full employment 
a major goal. It must reabsorb the jobless and create a large number of 
stable jobs consistent with the needs of individuals and the nation, 


Reduction of the work week to 35 hours without reduction in pay; increase in 
annual paid vacations, with particularly the generalized application of 

the fifth week; lowering of the age requirement for full and decent retire- 
ment to 55 for women and for men employed in backbreaking jobs, and to 60 
for other wage earners; all these measures are essential to the happiness 

of individuals--who are increasingly desirous of having time for themselves ~- 
and to achievement of full employment, as well as to progress in democratic 
participation. 


Workers are determined to assert their personai identity, their individuality. 
They refuse to be treated as production and consumption units, enslaved 

to the company and the state, tailored to the narrowly-defined tasks assigned 
them. In this connection, we highly support the demands of the 0S [semi- 
skilled workers]. 


We are fighting alongside all workers for better working conditions. We 

are using every possibility, every opening in our fight to change the quality 
and content of work, in particular by limiting the tempo of work and the 
workload, by limiting--without reduction in pay--the on-the-job time for 

the harder and more dangerous tasks, by limiting night work solely to those 
cases where technical reasons require it, by banning all piecework for 
dangerous jobs, pregnant women, and youths, by creating the "fifth shift,” 
and by systematica’ly reducing shift work. We are fighting to reduce, all 
the time lost in routine tasks when away from work, particularly in house~ 
work, trips, and errands. 


Our policy addresses itself to the needs of immigrants. Most of them are 
workers and, as such, are part of France's working class and contribute to 
our national development. We are militantly supporting them in their fight 
for equal social rights, guaranteed individual and collective freedoms, 

and respect for their dignity. In the common interest, it is necessary to 
cease transforming cities, districts, or neighborhoods into veritable ghettos. 
Reception facilities [for immigrants] must be better distributed. We must put 
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an end to segregation, arbitrary eviction, and ensure the right of the faaily 
to live together. Through international agreements, we must control imm/ gra- 
tion, and in the present crisis, halt it. 


We are fighting for new forms of individual and collective consumption, 
making quality goods and services available to all. This requirement meets 
the human necessity of satisfying the most varied needs and developing 
individuals and their freedoms. At the same time, it responds to the economic 
necessity of combating capitalist waste. 


To have the right to housing become a reality for everyone, priority must be 
given to maintaining state aid to low-cost housing construction and to 
tenants. 


We are fighting against the system of constraints and stereotypes which 
repress independent judgment and personal sensitivity. We are fighting for 
new activities enabling all, individually and collectively, to have access 
to education, training, and creation, to make contact with nature, to modify 
the content, form, and tone of human relations, to develop communications 
among adults and between children and their parents. We are working to 
ensure that relations between women and men are based on mutual respect and 
enrichment. We are fighting to have French society fully respect the rights 
of children. 


We are fighting for quility education enabling each individual to develop 
his personality while preparing him for life in all its aspects. We are 
fighting to open up to all the opportunity to obtain vocational or profes- 
sional education and training which provides real sxills and qualifications, 
offers the widest range of choices, is designed in terms of access to decent 
employment and also the nation's long-term development, and enhances each 
person's social advancement. We are fighting for truly continuous education 
and training. In coordination with all teachers, we are fighting to en- 
hance their status and ensure that they have the means to perform the social 
task which is theirs. 


We are motivated by the spirit of justice. With the millions of retired 

or pensioned French women and men, we demand resources for a decent life, 
protection of their health and security. We are fighting against everything 
that tends to isolate them. We are fighting to ensure that they can benefit 
from this period of their life in conditions consistent with our times. 

It is our view that cessation of their occupational activity must not mean 
the end of their participation in national and community life. With handi- 
capped persons and their families, we are working to obtain sufficient 
resources, the right to education and employment, and the right to live 
among others to the greatest possible extent. 


We support veterans and war victims and their legitimate demands. In our 
view, society is not a jungle but a community. We are fighting so that all 
individuals can move from isolation to a new solidarity, so that city 
residents can meet and together decide what has to be done to change their 
surroundings, to vitalize their neighborhood. We demand that all communes 
have the resources with which to provide the housing, transportation, 
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schocls, and other public facilities citizens desire. We are fighting to 
ensure that effective crime prevention measures are taken, that police be 
assigned to the protection of property and not to the suppression of demo- 
cratic struggles. 


We believe that all the problems of the individual are not within the 
political domain and that it is not our party's mission to either explain 
or resolve them all. But our humanism, our concept of our responsibilities 
leads us to have our struggle for a better and freer life conform to the 
standards of a higher, truer ethic based on respect for the personality of 
each individual and on each person's sense of responsibility in social life. 


This struggle responds to the malaise among our youth beset by the harsh 
effects of the crisis. It meets their great aspirations, their search for 
assurances and security, for new views and dialog, for an idea. It responds 
to the desire of women for liberation. Rebelling against discrimination 

and prejudices inherited from the past and nurtured by the government and 
employers for their own profit purposes, women refuse to be kept in in- 

ferior jobs, ratings, and wages, refuse to see their right to work challenged- 
to be confined to subordinate roles, and treated as sex objects. By de- 
manding true equal rights, respect for their dignity, enforcement and improve- 
ment of laws on contraception and voluntary abortion, a different image of 
themselves and of their wifely and family duties, and real access to all 
decision-making levels in social, economic, and political life, they are 
playing a most important part in forcing reactionary ways of thinking to 
recede and in advancing toward a more humane civilization. The women's 
struggle is everybody's struggles. 


Producing More and Differently 


Social democracy calls for a new type of economic development. It must no 
longer base economic choices on the pursuit of profit and accumulation of 
weatlh, but on improvement of the worker's, the human being's condition and 
standard of living, on the material and cultural progress of all the nation's 
components. To live better and differently, one has to produce more and 
differently, and to some extent, other things. 


This change implies production growth, but growth of a new quality and 
achieved under new and superior conditions of productivity. The financial 
profitability of private capital must be progressively replaced by a new 
social and national profitability which takes into account the long-term 
interests of workers and all of society. 


It is a matter of producing goods adapted to needs, goods that are more 
durable, less wasteful of energy and raw materials, and that have health 
and environmental safeguards. 


It is a matter of using the means of production more rationally, in 
particular by improving working conditions, by increasing education, 
training, and qualification, and by giving the worker the opportunity to 
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participate in choices and decisions. it is a matter of developing scientific 
applications and che choice of techniques so as to subordinate them to the 


amterests of man and society. 


All of these necessities make it incumbent on workers to include among the 
goals of their struggles the safeguarding and expansion of the public 
sector and nationalization of firms in key sectors of the economy. In 
some of these sectors, workers’ struggles have made this issue currently 
pertinent: such is the case in the steel and nuclear power industries. 


We are fighting to develop France's industrial strength, on the basis of 
the entire existing potential, in order to put it in condition to satisfy 
social, national, and regional needs. This is particularly applicable in 
such branches of industry as steel, chemical, machine tools, electronics, 
electronic data processing, aircraft, shipyards, ocean shipping, food pro- 
duction and processing, and lumber. It is a matter of developing a diversi- 
fied energy producing capability making maximum use of national resources. 
This means full utilization of traditional sources of energy, and also new 
sources, as and when possible. It also means controlled development of 
nuclear power with due consideration of safety requirements, technological 
independence, and financial cost. 


We are fighting to seize all opportunities available to French agriculture, 
fisheries, and forest products so as to secure the country's independence 
in food supply matters, expand our exports, develop the regions as a whole, 
preserve the natural environment, and contribute, free of any imperialist 
design, to the fight against hunger and malnutrition throughout the world. 


With the rural community, we are fighting for improved living and working 
conditions and development of all rural activities. 

Contrary to blind “productivism," we are struggling to enhance the natural 
environment by giving full consideration to ecological necessities, by 
protecting and improving the quality of life, and by developing product 
recycling and antipollution techniques. 


We are struggling for the expansion of France's foreign trade on the basis 

of national employment requirements, the expansion and stability of in- 
dustrial operations, an increased standard of living, and with mutual respect 
for each country's interest. In certain sectors, we are demanding protective 
measures to prevent total abandonment and to further the modernization of our 
production equipment and machinery. We are struggling for the redressing 

of France's balance of trade which shows a serious deficit in exchanges 

with the United States, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the European 
Economic Community. 


Freedoms, Democracy, and "Self-Management" 


To reorient social and economic development, we must reverse the present 
decision-making and management system. Each woman and man must be allowed 
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to make decisions as a free and responsible citizen. We call upon workers, 
democrats to energetically oppose the slightest attempt to infringe upon 
individual and collective freedoms. We are defending these freedoms. We are 
defending these freedoms against aggression by the Giscardian government 

and employers. These freedoms are a patrimony we are fighting to enrich 

with new freedoms that will enable workers, citizens to have their views 
heeded, to exercise their economic and social rights, and their rights to 
education, information, and culture. To this end, we shall help the women 
and men of our nation to forge themselves, in action, those freedoms proposed 
in our draft declaration entitled "Live Freely." 


The major imperative requirement of our times is: to democratize economic 
life in its entirety, give workers, citizens control of the major tools of 
production and trade through nationalizations of a new democratic and "self- 
management" type and through planning that is equally democratic. Jointly 
with the workers, we are fighting to gain more extensive rights and free- 
doms, individual and collective guarantees, capabilities of direct inter- 
vention within enterprises, for example, by forming shop or departmental 
“workers councils." 


By the same token, we propose to reconstruct public institutions from the 
base upward and along "self-management" lines. ["Autogestion,” i.e. self- 
management or self-administration, is a catchword that stands for greater 
decentralization and workers voice in government and industry]. Democratiza- 
tion of the French nation will give communes, departments, and regions their 
full and rightful place, or there will be no democratization at all. 


Local activity must be the full responsibility of the communes and they 
should freely cooperate on intercommunal problems. General councils must be 
removed from the central government's supervision in the management of de- 
partmental affairs. A true regional authority encompassing economic 
initiative, territorial control, and cultural freedom, should permit utiliza- 
tion of all the potential of this intermediate echelon in the national 
community. Regions must have increased and diversified resources apportioned 
so as to reduce France's serious territorial imbalances. Parliament's 
prerogatives must be respected and broadened. Its mode of operation should 
be improved. Proportional representation must be established for all 
elections. Based on the real exercise of the people's sovereignty, the state 
must ensure solution of problems of national scope by decentralizing and 
“debureaucratizing"” itself. We are struggling to see that elected officials 
are given the necessary time and facilities to perform the duties of their 
office. 


Our concept of France is one of a coherent structure of autonomous and 
interdependent communities. It implies a new political life, a long-term 
struggle to eliminate the gulf between leaders and the led, decision- 
makers and workers, decision-makers and consumers. 


Access for all citizens to all sources of information and all communications 
media is and will always be a requirement of social development. Our whole 
policy leads us to fight for free and pluralistic radio and televison 





information and news reporting, and to gain freedom of the press. We call 
upon workers to make the struggle to exercise the right to information 

one of the main elements in all the battles they wage. We are fighting to 
place electronics data processing in the exclusive service of citizens and 
the country, and to prevent its use from infringing upon individual and 
public freedoms and national independence. 


The French Communist Party is fighting for the right of the peoples of the 
Overseas Departments and Territories to self-determination, in other words the 
right to decide freely on their own fate and to manage their affeirs them- 
selves. It demands that the French government make a real and effective 
contribution to their economic, social, and cultural development. 


A Sovereign France, Present and Active in the World 


The French Communist Party regards implementation of a great French inter- 
national policy as one of its main battle objectives. Our country must 
develop a presence and activity in the world consistent with its vocation 

and capabilities. Such action will enable it both to contribute to the 
solution of major world problems and to find means essential to the satis- 
faction of the aspirations of its own people. Neither autarchy nor alinement 
but the broadest cooperation in independence--such then is our policy. 


In this spirit, we are militantly striving to have France shoulder its share 
in the accomplishment of world tasks vital to the planet's stability and 
future, such as the organization of peace and disarmament, the rational use 
of natural resources and preservation of the environment, the fight against 
underdevelopment, elimination of hunger, and respect for the universal 
fundamental rights of man and nations. 


Faced with the dangers inherent in the acceleration of the arms race, we 
intend to make an increased contribution to the action being taken by all 
world peace forces to continue and expand detente and implement effective 
disarmament measures. In this field, France has the means of playing an 
influential role, asserting its independence, and strengthening its security. 
With this end in view, our memorandum on disarmament submitted at the U.N. 
special session contains a set of concrete, consistent, and realistic pro- 
posals capable of contributing effectively to cessation of the arms race 

and to arms reduction. Such proposals form a mobilization ba.2 from which 

to launch the essential militant campaign for peace. 


We demand that the Giscardian government take concrete and substantial 
initiatives, update French policy which still refuses to ratify several 
international agreements, and participate in disarmament negotiations. We 
are fighting for renunciation and simultaneous liquidation of military blocs. 
We ask that all provisions of the final act of the Helsinki Conference be 
implemented. We want to strengthen peaceful coexistence which cannot--in 
our view--be identified with the social and political "status quo” or with 
the partitioning of the world among major powers. 
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We are militantly striving to have France broaden its relations within the 
Common Market framework by working for a Europe that will become the Europe 
of workers, peoples, and democracy, of disengagement from all blocs. We 
have drawn up 20 proposals for a new Europe, proposals constituting for us 
that many objectives for our daily action, objectives we ask Frenchmen to 
support with us. 


For its action in Europe to be effective, France must, under all circumstances, 
remain its own master by maintaining the means of ensuring its sovereignty. 
This requires, among other things, an inder ndent national defense. To the 
extent that conventional forces are not sufiicient to provide that defense, 

it can only be a reality at the present time by relying on the maintenance 

of a nuclear deterrent force. Such a defense must have a democratic 

army based on conscription. 


For this reason, it is highly desirable for the French people to oppose the 
effort to submerge our country in a Europe of austerity and unemployment, 

a Europe managed by the authorized agents of capital, be they rightists 

or social democrats. It is equally in the interests of the French people 
resolutely to reject enlargement of the Common Market, as well as augmentation 
of the powers of the future European Assembly and any form of supranationali- 
ty. It is in their interest to reject categorically any attempt to suppress 
the national character of the defense establishment in favor of a European 
army. The French people must thus preserve their freedom to choose their own 
destiny themselves. This then is the great battle to which the French 
Communist Party summons the people of our country, the battle for development 
of a powerful national movement in defense of France's independence, freedom, 
and sovereignty. 


We are militantly striving to have France--while fully respecting its 
alliances--maintain and broaden its relations with all industrial countries 
which so desire, particularly the socialist countries. We continue to 
believe that friendship and cooperation between France and the Soviet Union 
constitute an essential factor in European peace and stability. 


We are militantly striving to have France give preferential status in its 
foreign policy to its relations with developing countries and to the 
struggle for a new world economic order. We have submitted concrete pro- 
posals to that end. Our country can and must play an important and unique 
role in this field. 


Party of the 22d Congress 


The workers and France need the French Communist Party. There can be no 
successful future without it. 


1. A Large Mass Party of Struggle and Government 


Experience shows that insufficient Communist Party influence, an imbalance 
of the left to its disadvantage, and the widening of the gap to the benefit 
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of the Socialist Party serve to mire the people's forces in impasses of 
rejection of change, of defeat. An increase in the Communist Party's in- 
fluence and capacity to act, and progress in its organization, constitute 
today an imperative necessity if we wish to emerge from the crisis and 
ensure the country's democratic advance to a socialism bearing France's 
colors. 


We are and must be to an even greater extent a party of struggle at the 
heart of the masses in order to take up our role in everyday activity as 
awakeners, motivaters, organizers, and ralliers. 


Performing this task in no way means imposing our ideas. We do not confuse 
a strong party with a domineering party. It is by operating with the 
workers, the people, for the purpose of helping them establish, in their 
struggles, all possible forms of relations, action, and unity, that we 
shall bring and exercise our guiding influence at all levels. 


We are indeed a party of struggle, and to an always greater extent we want 
to be a party of government. We are and shall always be prepared to assume 
all of our responsibilities in the service of the workers and the people 

at all levels, including within the government. We especially want to par- 
ticipate in the administration of France's affairs because without such 
participation, the workers will not obtain the changes they need. 


2. A Revolutionary Party 


In the major battle to develop the people's movement, we would not soften 
our party's unique image in the eyes of workers and the country. Quite the 
contrary, the democratic way requires that we preserve and highlight our 
specific revolutionary character. 


What distinguishes our party from all other political groups is the fact 
that is the vanguard political organization of the working class. It is 

the only party in France to offer a clear concept of socialism and the demo- 
cratic movement leading to it, the sole party with the consistent will to 
achieve this goal by smashing capital's domination, and the only party to 
provide itself with all the means of doing it. 


The existence and influence of the Communist Party are a basic fact of 
French political life. This fact stems from the choice made in 1920 by 

our country's revolutionaries who had learned from the experience of social 
democratic surrendeis and were enlightened by the victory of the October 
Revolution. 


Our party's lengthy activity, pursued in the midst of extremely complex 
national circumstances, has not been free of errors. For instance, we 
were slow, in 1956, to draw the appropriate lessons from what had happened 
in the Soviet Union, and to formulate a French approach to socialism. The 
detrimental effects of this delay are real. 
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Yet without the development of our party, without its fidelity to the initial 
revolutionary choice, not one of the major progressive battles our people 
have waged for nearly 60 vears could have been started and expanded, even 

in those cases where we were not the direct initiators. 


Without our party, without what it has now become because of the battles, 
efforts, and sacrifices of several generations of communists, the democratic 
way to socialism for our country would be inconceivable. 


3. Our Living Theory 


The plan for a socialist soceity and the democratic way adopted by the 22nd 
Congress were prepared thanks to a major effort to implement the theory of 
scientific socialism. 


Founded by Marx and Engels, this theory has nothing to do with dry and dog- 
matic concepts or a closed system of immutable principles. Materialistic 

and dialectic, for us it means a new dimension acquired by thought and action- 
a new capacity for mankind to move forward, in the knowledge and mastery of 
its own life, along the road to its liberation. 


Part of this theory has its sources in our nation's philosophical and political 
movements. It contributed to developing the awareness and the organization 

of the party of Guesde and Jaures, of which our party is the continuation. 

It has now become an integral part of French culture as well as universal 
culture. 


The founders of this theory set the example themselves of critical concern 

for constantly comparing their conclusions with experience. As the movement 
for socialism developed, this conjugate advancement of theory and practice be- 
came more complex. It posed new problems. It benefited from the work of 
great revolutionaries, Lenin being one of the foremost. 


The theory is evolving and will evolve more and more, both through the di- 
versified research and activities of communist parties and the contribution 
of eminent thinkers. It is enriched by inputs stemming from the advancement 
of knowledge and from the social experience in all its aspects. Continuous 
effort is required to discern what is new and what has ceased to correspond 
to reality. 


During the recent period, our party contributed to this progression of the 
theory by contributing creative answers to the problems of our country and 
our times. 


The democratic way demands that our party as a whole develop this liv: 
research, taking into account--along with its own requirements--the needs 
of the ideological and political struggle and the theoretical questions 
most directly linked with our strategy and its implementation. In this 
research effort, our party greatly requires individual or team inputs from 








4h 


from communist intellectuals, their specific contribution. 


At the same time, the democratic way requires us to raise our ideological 
battle to the level of what is currently at stake. The purpose of this 
battle is not solely to reduce the influence of ideas favorable to the bour- 
geoisie, but also to win over new forces to the struggle for change. Here 
too, the task is one for the whole party, and a task in which the special 
contribution of the communist intellectuals is indispensable. ‘ 


The participation of all communists in the formulation of party policy and 
in the ideological struggle means that each party member has to acquire 
theoretical education and training and constantly enhance that knowledge, 

a fact that underscores the need and importance of the educational effort at 


all party levels. 
4. Improving Our Propaganda, Strengthening Our Organization 


The people's movement cannot advance unless we improve our propaganda activity. 
We must popularize our ideas by means of propaganda constantly associated 

with rapid and direct action, capable of attracting attention and advancing 

the thinking of workers and the masses. We are fighting to obtain respect 

for our independence and for the truth about our ideas and activities 

from the radio and television system, a status commensurate with our actual 
following. 


We devote particular attention to the circulation of our national and 
regional newspapers and to having all communists read them, first and fore- 
most of all L'HUMANITE which carries all of our policy, constantly supports 
our struggles, and serves as a central point for the exchange of experiences 
and the flow of ideas within the party. Each cell must establish and active- 
ly support a L'HUMANITE and L'HUMANITE DIMANCHE circulation committee. 


The democratic way requires us to pursue the effort to achieve our goal of 

1 million members. The fact that in 1978 we passed the 700,000 mark repre- 
sents a major success in that direction. Men and women who decide to join 

the party are of diverse origins, backgrounds, awareness, and even philosophi- 
cal or religious convictions. They join for one simple reason: their 

common desire to play their part effectively in implementing the policy 

they themselves help formulate. 


Our party is composed mainly of manual and intellectuai workers. Blue-collar 
workers occupy a preponderant place therein at all levels. Immigrants have 
the same rights and duties as all other members. 


The industrial or business firm, the “enterprise,"--especially the large 
enterprises--is the sphere in which workers are directly exploited. It is the 
place where blue-collar workers are concentrated, where the crisis is 
expressed in its basic causes and manifestations, where the struggles 

develop, where unity of the working class and its alliance with other 

groups can be achieved. The cell, the basic instrument of our progress, 

must be present and active in the workshop, the office, the laboratory. 

We intend to militantly gain this new freedom: the right of workers, too, 

to make policy in the enterprise. 
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Tho present interests and future of the intellectuals, like the interest 

of the working class and the nation, m.ke it our task to create the conditions 
of a new offensive aimed at winning t!.e intellectuals of France over to the 
battle for democratic socialism. In the Communist Party, the relationship 
between blue-collar workers and intellectuals is not expressed in terms of 
alliance. The party is the vanguard of the working class, and not only of 
that class but of the whole historical movement. We call upon intellectuals 
to become full-fledged members of that movement alongside the blue-collar 
workers, white-collar workers, peasant farmers, and 70,000 communist in- 
tellectuals. We are the women's liberation party. Some 250,000 women are 
members of our party. We want to increase the percentage of women in our 
membership and increase still further their access to all levels of respon- 
sibility, by continuing our effort to create conditions more conducive to 
their participation in party activities and their social advancement. 


Our party boldly calls upon young people to join its ranks in ever-greater 
numbers. It devotes constant attention to the development of the Communist 
Youth Movement whose political and ideological activity is essential in 
enabling young men and young women to take their place and assume their 
responsibilities in the struggle for change. Concurrently with their 
concerned and continuous involvement in party activities, many communists 
also participate in the activities of labor unions and a wide variety of 
associations and movements. They do so by naturally conducting themselves 
wherever they are with a sense of responsibility as communists, which they 
cannot cease to be. It is precisely for this reason that they apply them- 
selves to voicing their views, submitting proposals based on their profound 
reasons for action, based on their genuine interest in the people concerned, 
while tak.ng great care to conform to the specific character, goals, and 
democratically-defined operating rules of the organizations of which they 
are members. When appointed to positions of responsibility, they perform 
these duties in the same democratic spirit and bring to the organization 
that beneficial devotion to duty, competence, efficiency, sense of teamwork 
and loyal collaboration with all, which communists always display. Their 
continuous participation in the activity and work of the party helps them 
immensely in mastering the problems of these other organizations. In re- 
turn, the party is enriched by their experience. All of the above views 
have been elaborated upon in an important document on “The Communist Party 
and the Labor Union Movement." 


5. Meaning of the Amendments to Party Rules 


Our party's organizational principle, democratic centralism, fills the need 
for that revolutionary’ efficiency which the democratic way to socialism for 
France demands. 


Pluralism presupposes a distinction in principle between the parties and 
the state, between the parties and society. We, for our part, do not intend 
to confuse these distinct realities and their differentiated functions. 

For that reason, we reject the idea of making our party's organization a 
prefiguration of the society we want to build. Seeking to organize the 
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Communist Party as if it were to be identified tomorrow with all of society, 
would be to seek a single party. 


Party unity is the unity of all party members, with equal rights and duties, 
on the basis of the objectives they define together and for which they 
struggle together. Wings, or attempts to form wings, could only divide or 
weaken our party, cripple its democratic life and revolutionary efficiency, 
whereas existence and strengthening of the democratic and revolutionary party 
of the working class is a condition of the advancement and success of the 
people's movement and the union. 


Party unity has nothing in common with authoritarian or administrative practice. 
It means that within the party there is wide dissemination of information, 

free and searching discussion, decisions made by the majority and implemented 
by all. It implies an ever-richer internal life, the perfecting of its 
democratic characteristics and the means given communists to participate 

in the formulation and implementation of party policy. Such is the meaning 

of the amendments made to the party rules. 


The tasks the democratic path entails for our party are difficult. They 
represent, based on the acquired knowledge and experience we have, an 
appeal to all communists for expansion of our activity, a spirit of re- 
sponsibility, initiative, and creative imagination. They invite each and 
every one of us to enhance constantly the party image which matches the 
policy and the plan for society defined by the 22d Congress: an open and 
efficient, realistic and bold party fully devoted to all men and women who 
toil and hope, to democracy and socialism, to France. This is infinitely 
more than our image, indeed it is our reason for being. 


Two ways are available to France. 


Either, submission to the objectives and domination of multinational 
companies and accomodation to capitalism's continuing crisis, with all the 
disastrous consequences ior the workers and the nation. 


Or else, challenging capital's positions and privileges, and implementing 

new democratic reforms, opening up a real way out of the crisis, and the way 
to socialism. This is the alternative, the only alternative. The battle 
over this fundamental choice is at the center of political life in the 
historical period in which we live. The outcome is not determined beforehand. 
The struggle is complex and harsh. 


The French Communist Party calls upon the workers and the people of France to 
become involved in the struggle for progress, democracy, and socialism, 

and to continue to wage that struggle with determination and confidence. 

We must not wait. The future begins now. 
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Rules (Statutes) of the French Communist Party 
Preamble 


The French Communist Party, the part of the working class, a revolutionary 
party, is constituted by the voluntary association of all those women and 
men who intend to act in common to improve the present lot of manual and 
intellectual workers and insure France's democratic and socialist future. 


The existence of a large communist party meets an historical need. To 
struggle successfully against capital's everyday infringements and put an 
end to man's exploitation of man, the working class vitally needs its own 
vanguard political organization, a mass revolutionary party capable of 
exerting guiding influence in the battle for satisfaction of immediate 
demands and for the building of a new society. Since the working class 
cannot liberate itself without liberating all of society, its party is 

at the same time the party of all those women and men fighting for justice, 
freedom, human emancipation, women's liberation, peace, friendship among 
peoples, and socialism. 


Being profoundly national, the French Communist Party critically incorporates 
the legacy of those people's struggles which stand out as landmarks in our 
history. It extends that legacy by enriching it. The French workers 
movement has been worked by the humanistic, secular, and democratic ideals 
proclaimed by the Revolution of 1789, by utopian and libertarian themes, 

by the development of trade unionism, and the aspirations of Christians 
after ‘ustice and solidarity. The movement acquired self-awareness and 
organized itself, thanks essentially to Marxism's influence, after the 
great experience of the Paris Commune, the world's first proletarian state. 
It was then that the Socialist Party of Guesde and Jaures was formed, a 
party of which the French Communist Party is the continuation. 


In 1917, the October Revolutivn, from which the Soviet Union was to emerge, 
showed protetarians of the whole world the way of the revolutionary class 
struggle. In France, the Socialist Party had failed at the outset of 
World War I because it !*cked theoretical firmness and had gradually become 
involved in class collaboration with the bourgeoisie. 


It was in reaction to class collaboration and opportunism that the French 
Communist Party was born in 1920 out of the decision of the majority of the 
former Socialist Party to follow the revclutionary way. The determinant 

part it played in the fight against the rise of fascism, in the Popular 
Front, its heroic combat in the Resistance for the liberation of the 

country, and in more general fashion, all the battles it has waged since 

its birth against big capital's policy of social reaction and colonial 

wars, and for national independence and peace, have made the French Communist 
Party the rallying point for our country's most advanced forces. 


In its continuous analysis of social reality, in its theoretical activity 
as well as in its action, the French Communist Party bases itself on 
scientific socialism founded by Marx and Engels and developed by Lenin 
and other leaders and theoreticians of the workers movement. This 





4B 


materialist and dialectic theory is being constantly enriched on the basis 
of advances in knowledge and social practice, experiences in class action 
by workers in France and the world, and the positive and negative lessons 
derived in building socialism. The French Communist Party freely determines 
its policy as the organization intimately linked with the working class 

and responsible to the people and the French nation. 


Its basic goal is the transi\ion from the deeply crisis-ridden capitalist 
society to a socialist society in tune with France's specific characteristics 
and the conditions of our era. Buttressed with the conquest of political 
power by the working class and other categories of manual and intellectual 
workers in the cities and the rural areas, with the exercise of that power 
by the workers themselves, and with the social ownership of the major means 
of production and trade, socialism will carry social, economic, and political 
democracy to its ultimate point. It will allow new growth which realizes 

the people's aspirations after well-being and culture, expansion of individual 
and collective freedoms, gaining new rights, "self-management" in business 
and industrial enterprises and in the communes, regional autonomy, and the 
taking of the country's affairs in hand. This "self-management" socialism 
will thus create unprecedented conditions for each individual's self- 
fulfillment. It will trigger the historical process leading to communism, 

in other words, a country in which each person will receive according to 

his needs, and in which all state-imposed constraints on man will disappear. 


The way to socialism adopted by the French Communist Party is a peaceful, 
democratic, majority, and pluralist way. This way is the way of the most 
determined and most resolute class struggle, of direct and conscious inter- 
vention by all the people's forces, without which nothing can be gained or 
maintained. This struggle, in which the working class asserts its leadership 
role, implies existence of a strong, influential and active communist party, 
amass party deeply anchored in French reality and capable of sparking and 
giving impetus to the people's movements for democracy and socialism. 


It presupposes establishment of a broad policy of alliance. This policy 
must rally the working class, white-collar workers, intellectuals, peasant 
farmers, all women and men who are interested in democratic change and want 
to have done with injustice and oppression. It must unite all the people's 
forces in the plurality of philosophical and religious movements, social 
organizations, and political parties around transformative objectives. 


The building of socialism in France must be a process in which each stage 
will result from the will of the majority of the people. 


The democratic way to socialism is the way of the struggle for profound 
transformations that ultimately develop democracy into socialism. It 
involves creating, by means of diversified actions, a favorable ratio of 
forces making it possible to satisfy demands, gain new rights, and make 
democracy progress in all fields. Each new democratic position is an advance 
and a strongpoint from which to move further forward in actually building 


democratic change and socialisn. 
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A national party, the French Communist Party is at the same time profoundly 
internationalist. True to its historical traditions, it regards effective 
solidarity with socialist countries with peoples oppressed by imperialisn, 
and with the woiking class in capitalist countries, a basic duty. 


In independence and equality of rights, it actively participates in 
strengthening the international communist movement whose influence on the 
course of events is of prime importance. This participation includes voicing 
its disagreements with other components of this movement. It furnishes 
unfailing support to all forces struggling throughout the world for progress, 
freedom, and socialism. In combating racism and antisemitism, their prejudices 
and practices, it defends the right to freedom, equality, and independence 

for all peoples without exception. 


Unfailingly dedicated to the national interest, it energetically fights to 
ensure France's independence and sovereignty. At the same time, it works 

for the consolidation of peaceful coexistence among states with different 
political or social systems, for the organization of security, detente, 

and disarmament in Europe, for establishment of a democratic workers Europe, 
and for development of fruitful and equitable cooperation among all countries, 
the foundations of a new just, fraternal, and peaceful international order. 


Chapter I. Party Membership 


Article 1. Anyone who approves of the French Communist Party's basic 
objectives, complies with its rules, belongs to a cell, and regularly pays 
his dues may be a member of the party. Endorsement of materialism is not 
a condition of admission to the party. 


Article 2. Membership is granted with concurrence of the cell, which shall 
immediately issue the new member his membership card. The cell receives and 
processes the member and is charged with creating the optimum conditions 

for his participation in party activities. 


Article 3. The party member who changes his place of work or residence shall 
report this to his cell's leadership which shall then issue him a notice of 
transfer enabling him to immediately contact his new cell's leadership. 

The organizations involved in this transfer have the duty of effecting it as 
soon as possible. 


Article 4. A member of the Fre. swunist Party cannot be affiliated with 
another political group. 


Admission into the party of leaders om other parties, other political 
organizations or groups within those organizations, shall be ratified by 
the Central Committee. 


Charter II. Internal Party Life: Democratic Centralism 


Article 5. To assume its revolutionary role in society, the French Communist 
Party has rules of procedure (“rules of life") allowing it: 
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To democratically formulate and develop its policy and theoretical thinking; 


To ensure unity of action by communists so as to guarantee the clarity and 
effectiveness of its political action; and 


To democratically elect its governing bodies at all levels. 


Democratic centralism is the basic principle determining the party's rules 
of procedure relative to: dissemination of information to communists, dis- 
cussion within the party, decisions by party organizations and their imple- 
mentation, and election of party governing bodies. 


Article 6. Information shall be fully disseminated to each member and each 
PCF organization. This enables them to have the elements of information 
needed to discuss, propose, and act. 


Means of disseminating information and stimulating thought are manifold: 
L*HUMANITE, regional daily newspapers and all other party publications; 
Meetings of the cells and all party bodies; 

Assemblies of section and federation communists; 


Activity reports submitted by elected governing budies who are accountable 
to their constituents; 


Meetings at regional level; 
Seminars; 


Instructional lectures and training courses, schools of different academic 
levels. 


Information in its diversified forms contributes to richer participation by 
members in PCF activities, to development of the party's democratic life, 
and to the breadth and effectiveness of its political initiatives. 


Article 7. Discussion is based on this active dissemination of information, 
and on the membership's diversity, its grasp of reality, and the manner in 
which it experiences that reality. This discussion integrates the member- 
ship's experience in class struggles and PCF activities. There is free 
discussion of all problems at all levels. 


This discussion is conducted in: 


Regular meetings of the different party organizations from the cell to the 
CC [Central Committee], in conferences at all echelons, in the congresses; 


Working groups (commissions) who submit their analyses and recommendations 
to the governing body to which they are responsible; 
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The open forum provided in the columns of the PCF press, compulsorily prior 
to a congress, and when the Central Committee deems it advisable because of 
an important political situation or important event. 


Discussion allows each PCF member and organization to contribute to the 
formulation of party policy and to the decisions necessary to implementation 
of that policy. The right to criticize, sparing no one, is freely exercised 
in all party organizations. Because it is constructive, such criticism 
makes it possible to correct errors and mistakes, overcome weakness and 
inadequacies. 


Article 8. Decisions at each level of political responsibility are made by 
the body concerned: the cell and the elected governing bodies at all levels. 


The congress is the PCF authority in which the party's basic orientation is 
determined. 


Decisions are made by majority rule and apply to all members. They are 
implemented by all. SNence this collective formulation produces a decision 
made collectively and also implemented collectively. 


In this same eririt, decisions by the governing bodies at different levels 
must be implemented by all organizations subordinate to them. 


Full implementation of its entire policy is an indispensable condition of 
effective PCF action. 


The organization and activities of wings or factions are not compatible 
with democratic functioning of the party. They would undermine its unity 
and the effectiveness of its action. They cannot be allowed. 


The diversity of the personality, origin, and experience of its members, 

their way of perceiving the reality of French society in all its complexity 

are very great assets to the PCF. Anything that tends to rigidify or impoverish 
party activity within organized wings or factions, anything that isolates 

the member from the collective formulation of strategic policy and then its 
implementation in common, actually tends to limit seriously the party's 
democratic life. 


Article 9. The governing bodies of different party echelons are democratical- 
ly elected by cell assemblies, section and federation conferences, and con- 
gresses. Their activities are based on the rules of collective leadership, 
the basic guarantee of fair and correctly implemented decisions. Collective 
leadership does not exclude but implies each leader's personal responsibility. 


Chapter III. R»sponsibility of Party Members 


Article 10. Having joined voluntarily, each member of the party has rights 
and duties which vitalize his participation in the formulation and implementa- 
tion of party policy. Each member must: 
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Participate in meetings and activities of his cell and the bodies to which 
he belongs, so as to voice his opinion on all matters, so as to contribute 
to the formulation of party policy, the implementation of collectively made 
decisions, and the strengthening of the party; 


Read and circulate L'HUMANITE and the party press in order to have all the 
information necessary to his participation in discussion and action; 


Have access to means of acquiring a political and theoretical education, 
strive to increase his knowledge and to assimilate the theoretical experience 
acquired by the party; 


Actively defend the interests of the workers and the pwpulation in general, 
make party policy, programs, and solutions known, and help to organize 
united action; 


be active in the labor unions, in the associational organizations to which he 
belongs, while respecting the independence, programs, and specific character 
of each of these groups; 


Maintain with other party members those frank and loyal relations that must 
unite men and women struggling together for a fraternal society; 


Defend the party and its members against class adversaries. 

Article 11. Each communist has the right to: 

Participate in the voting on decisions his organization has to make; 
Participate, and be a candidate, in the election of governing bodies; 


Address himself, as he deems advisable, to higher party bodies, including 
the Central Committee, and receive a reply; 


Voice--within party organizations--whatever criticism he deems justified, 
criticism about the activity of any party member or any party organization; 


Be informed of any comment or criticism about himself. 


Article 12. In the implementation of decisions made by the party's bodies, 
communists adhere to voluntary discipline resulting from voluntary acceptance 
of the party's democratic operating rules. This discipline is a duty for 
all party members and organizations. It presupposes free discussion of 
views and a persevering explanation aud conviction effort aimed at all 
communists. Following discussion, a party member may retain a different 
viewpoint or a disagreement, without prejudicing the common implementation 
of majority decisions. 


Article 13. Whenever discussion culminates in a dispute so that a communist 
decides to tender his resignation, the latter is recorded by the cell which 
then notifies other interested party organizations. 








> 


Article 14. In the event of a deliberate violation of party principles, 
policy, and operating rules, or serious actions likely to be prejudicial 
to the party, the latter's organizations may resort to sanctions. 


Article 15. In the case of party organizations, such sanctions may include: 
internal party censure, public ccnsure, removal of the sanctioned leader- 
ship and its replacement by a temporary leadership. If need be, a cell may 
be disbanded. 


In the case of party members, possible sanctions include censure, withdrawal 
of responsibilities, or exclusion. 


Censure is subject to ratification by the section committee and the federal 
committee. 


Exclusion and disbandment require Central Committee ratification and the 
latter may make such actions public. 


As soon as an exclusion has been decided, the individual concerned is 
excluded from party work pending possible ratification of the sanction. 


Any reinstatement is subject to Central Committee approval. 


Article 16. Any party member or organization likely to be sanctioned must 
be informed of the charges against him and must be granted a hearing by the 
assembly of their organization. Appeal to higher authorities, including the 
Central Committee, is allowed in all cases. 


Chapter IV. Party Structure 

Article 17. The party is organized into cells, sections, and federations. 
Coordinating bodies exist at regional level. 

The Cell 


Article 18. The cell is the party organization's base. There are enterprise 
cells, local cells, and rural cells. New cells are formed with the concurrence 
of the section committee. As a revolutionary party, the PCF is organized 

on a priority basis within industrial and business enterprise, the decisive 
locus of the class struggle and political battles. 


Communists work in factories, mines, construction sites, educational and 
research establishments, government departments and agencies, public utilities, 
stores, offices, etc. Consequently they are organized into enterprise 

cells at their place of work. 


To promote party activity and make it more effective, communists form work- 
shop, shift assembly line, and office cells. 
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The primary duty of a communist working in an enterprise is to belong to the 
enterprise cell, militantly support that cell, or help establish a cell 
when one does not yet exist. 


Article 19. Communists who cannot be members of enterprise cells are 
organized into local and rural cells. Local and rural cells, as well as 
all party organizations at all echelons, furnish all possible assistance to 
party activity and to the creation of new cells in enterprises within their 
jurisdiction. 


Article 20. The cell contributes to formulation of party policy and sees to 
its practical implementation, consistent with the needs and aspirations of 
workers and the population as a whole. It becomes involved in all questions 
pertinent to the interests and action of the working masses. It establishes 
a L'HUMANITE circulation committee and gives impetus to its activity. 


It propagates party policy and solutions through dissemination of party 
newspapers, periodicals, and literature, through regular publication of 
cell newspapers and tracts, and through the organization of mass meetings 
and public debates. 


It is one of the basic means of party liaison with the masses. 


It attends to the rapid and regular supply of information to all members by 
bringing to their attention the analyses and decisions made by the various 
party organizations. It develops the political and ideological education 
of its members. 


It has the duty of acquainting the section, the federal committee or Central 
Committee with any proposals for better implementation or enrichment of 
the party's line of policy. 


It attends to the constant strengthening of the party by widely recruiting 
new members. 


Article 21. The cell's highest authority is the cell assembly. Each year, 
and also whenever circumstances dictate, the assembly elects the cell's 
executive board (bureau) and secretary who direct its activity. 


The secretary and the executive board prepare cell meetings, contribute to 
the collective work of all cell members, and encourage their individual 
activity. 


They ensure rapid integration of new members into the cell. 


They are accountable to the cell and subject to removal by the cell at any 
time. 
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The Section 


Article 22. Cells within a large enterprise, an industrial zone, a given 
territorial area, a large housing complex, are grouped into sections with the 
concurrence of the federal leadership. 


Article 23. The highest party authority at section level is the section 
conference. The latter meets omce a year and, by requirement, prior to 

each federal conference. Special section conferences may be hald if the 
section committee so decides or at the request of a majority of the section's 
cells. 


Article 24. The section conference is comprised of delegates elected by 
members of each cell assembly and in proportion to the number of members, 
on bases of representation established by the section committee. 


A member of the section committee or the section's financial control board 
(commission) who has not been elected as a delegate to the section conference 
can attend the conference and speak thereat. 


Article 25. The section conference discusses and rules on section committee 
reports and any proposals submitted by a cell. It discusses, amends if 
necessary, and rules on documents used in preparing the federal conference 
or the national party congress. 


It elects the section committee and the section's financial control board. 
It elects, when necessary, section delegates to the federal conference and 
may nominate its own candidates for the federal committees. 


Article 26. The section committee elects the section's executive board. 
secretariat, and secretary with the concurrence of the federal leadership 
in the case of the secretary. 


Article 27. The section committee directs party work within its territory. 
It is responsible for implementaiion of the decisions of higher authorities 
and the section conference as well as its own decisions. It provides con- 
tinuous assistance to cells in carrying out party policy. It can, as needed, 
call a meeting of all communists in its territory. It attends to the educa- 
tion and training of militants. 


Article 28. In enterprises, industrial zones, and large housing complexes 
where there are several cells and where conditions do not permit establish- 
ment of a section, a party committee can be formed to coordinate and 

direct the work of the cells. This committee is responsible to the section 
leadership. 


Article 29. In the wards of Paris, in large cities where there are several 
sections, and in geographic sectors of large departments, a ward, city, 
or sector committee may be established. 


Under the authority of the federal committee and with the concurrence of 
the sections concerned, this committee directs and impels implementation 
of party policy, with due consideration of local conditions. 
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The ward, city, or sector committee is elected by a conference composed of 
delegates appointed by section committees. 


The cells concerned may submit to their section committees candidacies 
for delegates to the ward, city, or sector conference, as well as candidates 
for the election of ward, city, and sector committees. 


The conference elects the committee, and the latter elects its own secre- 
tary, secretariat, and executive board. The committee secretary is elected 
with the concurrence of the federal leadership. 


The financial resources enabling them to perform their tasks are determined 
by the federation with the concurrence of the sections concerned. 


The Federation 


Article 30. The cells and sections of a department, or part of a department 
in some exceptional cases, constitute a federation. 


Decentralization of a federation or the grouping of several federations 
requires Central Committee concurrence. 


Article 31. The highest party authority in the federation is the federal 
conference. The latter meets at least once every 2 years and is also required 
to meet prior to the national party congress. Special, or extraordinary, 
federal conferences may be called by the federal committee or at the request 
of a majority of the federation's sections. 


Article 32. The federal conference comprises delegates elected by section 
conferences in proportion to the number of members according to bases of 
representation established by the federal committee. 


A member of the federal committee or of the federal financial control board 
who has not been elected a delegate to the conference may attend the 
conference and may speak thereat. 


Article 33. The federal conference discusses and rules on reports submitted 
by the federal committee. It discusses, amends if required, and rules on 
documents drafted in preparation for the national party congress. 


The conference elects the federal committee and the federal financial control 
boards, while making sure that many blue collar workers (men and women) 

are included. It elects federation delegates to the party congress and may 
nominate its own candidates for the Central Committee. 


Article 34. The federal committee directs the party's work within its 
territory. It implements decisions of the Central Committee, the federal 
conference, and those it may make itself. It furnishes continuous assistance 
to the sections. It appoints the federal newspaper's editorial staff. It 

is responsible for management of party property within the federation 
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(premises, printing plant, etc.). 


Article 35. The federal committee elects the executive board and 
secretariat. The federal secretary's candidacy must be ratified by the 
Central Committee. The federal secretary must have been a party member for 
at least 3 years. Exceptions may be allowed with concurrence of the 
Central Committee. 


Article 36. The party has a body at the regional level, the regional 
committee, whose task is to formulate proposals, promote activity and the 
struggles at regional level in coordination with the federal leaderships. 


This body is directly responsible to a member of the Central Committee 

and is made up of representatives appointed by federal committees. Federa- 
tions work together to allocate the regional committee the financial resources 
it needs. 


Chapter 5. National Party Authorities 
The Party Congress 


Article 37. The congress is the party's highest authority. It is convened 
every 3 years by the Central Committee. Special, or extraordinary, con- 
gresses may be called by decision of the Central Committee or at the re- 

quest of a majority of the party's federations. The convening of the congress 
and its agenda are made public at least 3 months in advance, except under 
circumstances beyond the party's control. 


Article 38. The party congress comprises delegates elected by the federal 
conferences in proportion to the number of members according to bases of 
representation established by the Central Committee. 


An outgoing member of the Central Committee or of the central financial 
control board who has not been elected delegate to the congress attends the 
congress and may speak thereat. 


Article 39. The Congress 


Discusses and rules on reports submitted by the Central Committee and the 
central financial control board; 


Settles questions relative to the party program and, if required, the party 
rules; 


Makes decisions on all matters involving the party's political, ideological, 
and organizational activity; 


Elects the Central Committee and the central financial control board 
responsible for controlling the party's finances, accounting, and business 
enterprises. 








58 


The Central Committee 


Article 40. The Central Committee is the party's highest authority between 
congresses. It directs the party's political and ideological activity and 
the party's organizational work. It promotes rapid communication of informa- 
tion needed by party organizations and members in order to increase their 
capacity to formulate and implement party policy. It appoints editorial 
staffs, directs and controls the party press and other central publications. 
It manages the party's property and finances. It forms working groups 
(committees) composed of numerous members and experts in various disciplines. 


Article 41. The number of Central Committee members is fixed by the congress. 
They are required to have been party members for at least 3 years. 


Article 42. The Central Committee elects from within itself the party's 
political bureau, secretariat, and secretary general. The secretariat 
handles the routine, everyday work. 


The Central Committee elects from among its members a central political 
control committee charged with reviewing proposed sanctions requiring a 
Central Committee decision, and appeals submitted by party members on whom 
sanctions have been imposed. This control committee submits its recommenda- 
tions to the Central Committee which then rules on the matter. 


Article 43. Should the free functioning of the party be impeded, the Central 
Committee would be authorized to make all decisions necessary to maintain 
party activity and the continuity of its leadership at the various echelons. 


The National Party Conference 


Article 44. The national party conference meets by decision of the Central 
Committee. The latter draws up the conference's agenda and prescribes its 
mode of representation. Members of the Central Committee and the central 
financial control board, and delegates elected by the federal committees 
participate in the national conference. The Central Committee may invite 
party members to participate in party conference deliberations in an ad- 
visory capacity. 


Article 45. On the basis of the general line of policy approved by the 
congress, the national conference makes decisions applicable to the 
entire party. 


The National Party Council 


Article 46. The national party council is composed of members of the 

Central Committee and the central financial control board, the secretary of 
each federation, deputies, senators, elected members of the European Assembly- 
and secretaries of sections in large enterprises. 
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Depending on the national council's agenda, the Central Committee may in- 
vite party members to attend whose experience or competence are necessary 
for collective consideration of items on the agenda. 


The national council is an advisory body and meets at the call of the Central 
Committee. 


Members of Foreign Nationality 


Article 47. Members of foreign nationality are organized into cells without 
regard to their nationality. 


They have the same rights and same duties as all other members. 


To permit consideration of the problems of immigrants, language groups are 
established by nationality and regular party authorities are assigned 
responsibility for these groups. 


Veteran Party Members 


Aiticle 48. Members with lengthy party service are issued their membership 
card in the Party Veterans Association which is responsible to the Central 
Committee. The party seniority entitling a person to membership in the Party 
Veterans Association is prescribed by the association's bylaws. 


Cahpter VI. Election Procedure for Governing Bodies 


Article 49. Party organizations at all echelons have the right and 
responsibility to seek and nominate candidates for the next higher echelon's 
governing body: the cell assembly for the section committee, the section 
conference for the federal committee, and the federal conference for the 
Central Committee. These candidates are added to those nominated by the 
outgoing governing bodies: section committee, federal committee, and 
Central Committee. Any party member may nominate a candidate in an in- 
dividual capacity. 


Article 50. All these candidacies are submitted to the delegates of the 
section or federal conference, or the party congress, who elect a committee 
to examine them. This committee is composed of sepresentatives of the out- 
going governing body and, as a majority, representatives of all delegates 
present in proportion to their numerical strength. This committee conducts 
a preliminary screening. It examines all candidacies and recommends from 
among them a list of candidates it deems best qualified to provide good 
leadership. 


The committee gives priority attention to the promotion of blue-collar workers, 
white-collar workers, and women. It does its utmost to provide the necessary 
mix of experienced militants and young militants. 
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It reports on the reasons for its selections to the conference or congress 
which then discusses then. 


The candidacies not retained by the committee may be resubmitted with 
accompanying justification either by the delegations or by delegates in an 
individual capacity. The conference or congress then rules on then. 


Thus there is every democratic possibility for determination of the number 
of candidates and candidacies submitted for election by the conferences 
or the congress. 


Election is by secret ballot. All candidates receiving more than half the 
votes cast are declared elected. Delegates are informed of the nominal 
results of the balloting. 


Chapter VII. Communist Youth 


Article 51. The party, its organizations and members are expanding their 
activity among the youth. They furnish organizations of the Communist 

Youth Movement the political and ideological support necessary for them to 
accomplish their task: rallying young people to fight alongside the working 
class in defense of their rights and aspirations and win them over to communist 
ideas. 


Chapter VII. Elected Officials 


Article 52. A communist holding elected office is a responsible militant 
who acts with initiative to implement party policy in the elected assemblies 
and in the country. He has the same rights and duties as other members of 
the party. Concerned with the interests of all the people he represents, 
his action is inseparable from the action of the working class and the 
people. He exercises responsibilities stemming from the electoral mandate 
given him by universal suffrage. The office he holds is at the party's 
disposal. 


The salary and the retirement pay attached to an elective office are turned 
over to the party and the Central Committee determines how these funds are 
to be used. 


Article 53. In each of the assemblies, elected communist office holders 
form a group which elects its leadership with the concurrence of the 
Central Committee (Parliament, regional councils, and European Assembly), 
the federal committee (general council, municipal councils in large cities), 
and the section committee and cells (municipal council). These groups take 
all necessary action to organize the work of the elected officeholders 
within the assemblies. 


To carry out the mandate given them by universal suffrage more effectively, 
elected communist officials belong to the National Association of Elected 
Communist and Republican Officials. 
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Article 54. Candidacies for the different elections are discussed by the 
cells. After the section committees and federal committees have made their 
decisions, the Central Committee ratifies the candidacies for Parliament, 
the general council, and members to head the lists of candidates for 
municipal elections in the large cities. After section committees have made 
their decisions, the federal committee ratifies candidacies for municipal 
elections. 


Article 55. Upon recommendation of the Central Committee, the national 
co’. .ence decides on the party's candidate in the election for the president 
of the republic. 


Article 56. The Central Committee proposed candidacies for the European 
Assembly, and after discussion within the party, ratifies then. 


Chapter IX. Party's Means of Expression 


Article 57. L'HUMANITE is the central organ of the party and its principal 
means of expression. Its circulation and protection are the responsibility 
of the Central Committee, the federal committees, section committees, and 
party cells. L‘HUMANITE circulation committees are formed in each cell. 
The latter and other party organizations attend to the dissemination 

of all party newspapers and other publications. 


Article 58. Federal and section committees, party committees in enterprises 
and large housing complexes, and city, ward, and sector committees shall 
provide themselves with those means of expression suited to the requirements 
of the ideological and political struggle. 


It is each cell's duty to regularly publish and distribute its own cell 
newspaper so as to spread the party ideas as extensively as possible among 
the masses. 


Chapter X. Finances 


Article 59. The financial resources of the party's organizations come from 
dues, contributions, remittances from elected officeholders, and the party's 
business enterprises. 


Article 60. All party enterprises are under Central Committee control. 


Article 61. The party congress sets the amount of the dues and the per- 
centages of its apportionment among the party's four echelons: Central 
Committee, federation, section, and cell. 


Article 62. The cells collect the dues at the prescribed times and in the 
established amount, and promptly turn over to the higher governing bodies 
their authorized share. The cells also attend to the successful solicitation 
of contributions and to punctual payment for such items for sale as brochures, 
newspapers, books, etc. 
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Article 63. Each party organization establishes its budget annually. 


Article 64. A treasurer is elected within each governing body. He sees 
to the payment of members dues and manages his organization's financial 
affairs. He submits periodic financial reports to the organization. In 
the cell, the treasurer is a member of the executive board (bureau). 


Article 65. Duties of the financial control boards include: supervising 
the financial operations, funds, and accounts of their organization 
(including its subsidiary services, enterprises, etc.); assisting in prepara- 
tion of the budget and financial operations plans; giving impetus to the 
financial battle; and supervising implementation of decisions relating to 
party financial policy. 


Article 66. Financial control boards must repert on their activities to the 
highest authority to which they correspond (section conference, federal 
conference, party congress). They may at any time refer matters within 
their jurisdiction to the governing bodies of the corresponding echelons, 

or have such matters referred to them by those same bodies. 


Fraternal Meeting With Foreign Delegations 


Georges Marchais and members of the PCF political bureau were hosts to a 
luncheon held yesterday in Central Committee headquarters for the 88 
delegations from the communist parties and national liberation movements who 
had participated in the 23d PCF Congress. 





After thanking the delegates from five continents for their presence in 
Saint Owen [site of party congress], the PCF secretary general said he 
hoped the deliberations of the congress had enabled them to better under- 
stand the objectives of the combat effort by French communists and the 
conditions under which this battle is being waged. He told them: “You 
were able to note that while our congress did, quite naturally, focus on 
the major national issues facing our people and our country, it also 
allotted a large part of its deliberations to an examination of inter- 
national realities and a searching study of our international strategy. 
By the same token, our congress was a major display of internationalisn.” 


Then, reaffirming the desire of French communists to develop active solidarity 
with all those struggling against imperialism, and for social progress, 
independence, and peace, Georges Marchais indicated: “In today's world, 
each one of us is led more and more each day to realize the international 
dimension of his battle. Each struggle waged, each success gained by the 
workers, by the people of a country against the system of capitalist 
oppression and exploitation is a valuable contribution to the international 
combat effort of the working class. As a matter of fact, as different as 
the combat conditions in our respective countries may be, as manifold and 
varied as the solutions we offer our peoples may be, we know we have one 
same and common enemy, namely imperialism. We know we are fighting for 
the same cause, that of social progress, independence, peace disarmament, 
democracy, and socialism.” 
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The PCF secretary general hailed the delegations from the communist parties 
in socialist countries, those who are fighting against capitalism, those 
who are struggling for national liberation, and emphasized: “The communist 
movement has grown. It has changed and is marked today by great diversity. 
Furthermore, there are at times differences of opinion between us, indeed 
even disagreements. In our view, these realities must not in any case 
stand in the way of expanding cooperation and international solidarity." 


Lastly, Georges Marchais underscored the action being taken by the PCF 
to establish new relation among communist parties, relations “implying 


respect for each party's independence, equality of rights and organizations, 
and noninterference. All this can lay the foundations of a new conception 
and practice of internationalist solidarity, a solidarity we intend to 
develop, 


the PCF secretary general concluded. 





PC” A'DITI"G COMMNISSIO: REPORT ©! PARTY FIUANCES 
Paris L*4’YATITE in French 14 May 79 p 13 WA 
[Speech by Armand Cuillenot] 


[Text] As chairman of the central auditing commission elected at the 22nd 
Congress, Armand Guillemot was charged with civing an account of this comnis- 
siorn’s work to the delegates to the 23rd Congress. 


After “certifying the accuracy of the Central Committee's accounts, vouching 
for the proper keeping of the books and unreservedly approving the political 
initiatives and their financial implications, as taken by the party leader- 
ship,” Armand Guillemot drew the convention's attention to “the huge sums 

of roney committed to ideological warfare by the enemy.” He cited many exan- 
ples of the close connections between the upper middle class and power in man- 
agement, in the industrial and financial concerns. 


“The president of the republic knows all these facts,” he continued, “and it 
takes a lot of nerve to talk about the secret or uncertain nature of party 
financing and to propose to rerulate it.” He emphasized that “the public 
financing of political parties would by no means prevent corruption and 
scandal.” He showed that the authorities’ real intention in making this pro- 
posal is “to infringe on the independence of the political parties and to 
try to incorporate them in the systen.” 


"Does that mean that we are opposed to the monitoring of our financial ac- 
tivities?” Armand Cuillemot asked next. 


"On the contrary,” he replied, “for more than 30 years we have been vainly 
asking for the establishment of a parliamentary investigating committee, pro- 
portionately elected, on the finances of the parties and news media. Nore- 
over, it would be inconceivable for the taxpayers to pay, as Giscard d'Estaing 
has proposed, for ‘the offices, personnel, and administrative supplies of 

the parties.’ Internal operations are the business of the members, the del- 
egates, and the sympathizers who make financial contributions. On the other 
hand, it would be desirable for the government to cive financial support for 


election materials, so that all the candidates would ! ave an equal opportunity 
to make their program known.” 
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"Tinally,” he concluded on this point, "financial intervention by the govern- 
ment is desirable so that the editorial press, independent of financial 
powers, can live and contribute to pluralistic news.” 


PC Has ‘othing To Hide 


Then Armand Cuillemot presented the financial situation of the PCr Central 
Committee for the 3 years that have passed since the 22nd Congress. 


"Thies is," he caid, “a detailed balance-sheet showing, line by line, the re- 
ceipts and expenditures, their changes, their origin, and their destination.” 
And he added: "This is not a secret document, for internal use only. it will 
be published for the pure and simple reason that the ‘rench Communist Farty 
has nothing to hide concerning the origin of its financial resources. 


"It does not receive money from any government agency, from big business, or 
from abroad. 


"Is there a single party in our country -- except for ours -- that could dis- 
play its real accounts in the light of day? 


The mason is found at the foot of the wall, and it is easier for some people 
to use slander and calumny than to open their accounting books.” 


Central Committee 'irances 


“As you can see, the Central Committee's budget exceeded €0 million francs 
in 1978, It has fone up by 4O percent in 3 years, which represents -- in 
spite of inflation -- a real increase. 


"or the party as a whole (Central Committee, federations, sections and cells) 
in 1979, it can be estimated that total resources will be markedly ereater 
than 160 million current francs, of which 40 percent will come from membership 
duet, more than 25 percent from the refunds from our delegates in all the 
national, departmen*, and local arcsemblies, and the rest from the national 
fund-raising campair:. 


This is obviously an extremely positive accomplishment, the result of a great 
battle at all levels, and we should thank al] those men and women who are 
contributing to the attainment of such a rercult. 


let us briefly consider how the receipts have grown at the Central Committee 
level, 


The payment of dues hac increased by 3€ percent in 3 years, reflecting both 

an increase in the numbers of members and the justice of the decision made in 
1974 to lift the ceiling on dues and adopt a standard setting the dues -- 
except the basic dues -- at 1 percent of income. However, there are still larre 


inequalities where the leadership has not sufficiently explained the reasons 
for this new standzrd. 
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transmission, which is reflected in the financial sit ation of the Central 


Committee.” 


The Delerates’ Valuable Contribution 
“AS for the refunds from delegates anc retired delegates, you can appreciate 
their importance because we have entered under receipts the total amount of 
the allowances and urder expencitures the calaries paid to the ceputies. 
total of 24 million new france remained to the Central Committee. in this 
connection, it is worthwhile to mention that the monthly salary of a Con- 
munist deputy is now 4500, his is tru---need we be reminded? -- only of 
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le should also warmly thark our retired deputies, who keep only part of their 
pension and rerularly return the rest to the Central Committee's treasury. 
The refunds on the allowances of mayors, deputy mayors, and general and re- 
rional councilors are paid to the federations, for which thev constitute a 
valuable contribution.” 

"You can also see,” Armardc Guillemot noted, “that the Central Committee re- 
ceived funds from the -uropean Parliament. 

Cur five representatives and their secretariat actually receive allowances of 
around 25 million old francs per year. 


oreover, the larliament leaders have rranted a propaganda fund to each par- 
ty, in proportion to its representation. 

de publicly opposed this measure, especially through the voice of Jean Kanapa, 
but we were the only ones to do so, and the measure was adopted. 


-hus the money we received in 1977 and 197 was used to shed light on the don- 
ination that the multinational corporations exercise over Europe, and to con- 
dct our democratic fight. And what we receive in 1979 will be used for the 
came purpose. 

On the other hand, you know that 1H’ NA ITE and all the rest of our press re- 
fused the larre subsidies that were offered to them, because it was nothinr 
more or less than an attempt to enroll them in the scandalous campaifn you 
are witnessing in favor of Europeen in'erratior.” 


he ‘ational Campairr 


he continuour rational fund-raising campairn rrew steadily as a whole, in 
Armand Guillemot emphasized next, 
“and the share received by the Central Committee increased substantially. 


epite of the difficult economic situation, 





The central auditing commission wants to draw your attertion strongly to this 


point. According to our estimates, 50 to ¢C million francs are collectec each 


- 


vear for the party as a whole; that is a corsicerable achievenent. 


it this amount barely matches the dues paid by the 700,0(.0 members of the 
party, while we have  millior voters. “o we must do much more to obtai: 
greater financial support from these voters; they are almost all prepared 
to give it to us. 


rire the last few years, the Central Committee and the feceratiors have 
adopted a method that seems to have won the agreemert of all parties cor- 
cernec. It consists of signing real contracts that set a global sum which 
the federations agree to pay the Central Committee. 


I remind you that for the first half of 1979, such contracts were signed for 
the firancire of the district, European, and party congress elections, on the 
basis of one franc per Communist voter. In addition to what is required to 
cover the needs of the federations, this necessitates many initiatives and a 
large-scale fight, involving all the members of the party. 


Tinally, on the occasion of the next Festival of Mankind, the Central Committee 
will launch a large fund-raising campaign to finance the second portion of 

the work on the party headquarters. This work, which has begun and which should 
be completed by next spring is firpnced by a loan, ‘ust like the first por- 
tion, whose last yearly installment was paid in 1976. 


It is the repayment of this loar, that vustifies the move that will be made 
y the Central Committee in september.’ 


oe 


Party “xpenre 


As for expenses, one might cay that the fieures speak for thenselver. 


There are the salaries of the deputies, those of “he permanent staff attached 
to the Central Committee (there are 214 of there comrader, including 110 men- 
berr of the Central Committee and political coworkers, and 104 coworkers ir 
the technical and administrative cections), propaganda and election expenses 
-- in 1977 ard 1978, there exceeded the 10 million new france planned for the 
financing of the election campairn. 


There are the cubriciers for our nowspaperc, magazines arc publications, for 
the omall federations, and for the Communist Youth ovement -- all exvenser 
, os 


that correspond to political concerns.” 
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Armand Guillemot then said that the certral auditing commission had also exaa- 
ined the accounts of the group made up of L*HUPA IIE, L*HLNADITE UIMA)CHE, 

and the prirting office. he emphasized that L°H\NANITE, which tas lived on 

its own resources for more than 20 years without any financial intervention 





Ar 
by the Central Committee, has hed arc still has to overcome problens relat 
‘o the economic -risis, the situation in which the authorities have placec 
the press, and the large technical changes that have occurred in printing.” 


Pecalling that L°X'MALITE’s accounts were published and commerted om recently 
by the perty’s central agency, he remarked that “the celays in payment by the 
# larre,” and urged the party leaders at all levels to investirate 


, 
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each situation closdy in order to “free our paper from the burden of abdnormail, 
* *- 


He also noted: "L°HLPMALITE’s situation confirms what ean Jaures wrote in the 
first issve, ard what its editor ne, Leroy recently recalled -- ‘supporting 


a large newspaper without its being at the mercy of any business croup is a 
difficult but not insoluble pr roblen.' This is true, let us add, on the condi 
tion that we do what is necessary -- namely, increase the number of reacers, 
ret more advertising, and obtain new regulations in favor of the democratic , 
press.” 


continued the chairman of the central auditing commission, also 
extends, on their own level, to our three regional caily newspapers -- iA 


~ 
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VARSEILIAISE, L°ECHC Di CELTRE, and LIEENTE -- and to all our other publica- 

tions: FRANCE )}CUVELLE, LA TERRE, LES CAHIERS Dl COMMLUTISNE, ECO CNIE Ei Hi- 

ITIQLE, LA YOUVELLE CRITIQLE, L°SCOLE ET LA NATICN, and L°EL” D°ALJOLRD HUT. 


tfors section has especially suffe from the slump. During the las 
e + 


~ 
the Central Committee has applied itself to the reorrarization of 
Tt has just taken steps that should encourage all the active members *o take 
an ever increacirg part in this struggle. 


e also have to firht a bir ttle in defense of books, because Cur pu 
> 
‘ 
~ 


‘yercominge the Pemainine Hesitationrs 


* the end of his report on the activities of the central 
rmand Guillemot said in particular: "As we have ceen, our 
tier have obtained positive, encouraging results, but th 
confrontation implies increased funds for action and req 

another stage. And we can do it 


~- De De 


ssec within the party. the financial 


irst of all these questions must be discu 
timated -- should be approached i: 


questions -- which are too often unceres 
political terns. 


e must overcome our remaining hesitaticns at respecting the norm for dues 
and at addrescirne the workers and all those who understand our effo Ss, share 
ourcstragles anc hopes, and -- once they have been informed of the resources 
committed by the enemy -- are ready to aic us financially. for the French 

communist Farty does not seek money for itcelf, but to invest it in the 
etrugrle for social prorress, democracy, and socialis:.” 
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19” 1977 197 
ECO’ OMIE ET FOLTil i£ 100 ,OOC 240 , COC 2,000 
ECCLE ET ATIC 1¢1,52 170 ,00C 202,055 
Total 2 0,7 - 63,6x 1,320 tt 
‘. Dusinesse sector 
Activities 1,35801,008 1,505,2%3 1,922,625 
support for certain federations 532,162 090 ,1 31 615,352 
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axes on 2nd sectior --- --- 601,100 
‘rand total 


44,693, 268 49,3914, 244 


62,014,185 








[Text Poland leroy spoke on Caturcay morning. In particular, he said: “There 
ic a field in which we should range our forces in terms of the uncanny con- 
frortation we are roing through: that is the field of the Communist press. 


‘In a Central Committee meeting 2 years aro,” he recalled, “we asked a spe- 
cific question: how can we think it possible to develop party activities in 
a cell in which the members do not read L‘H\TA ITE? How can Communist activ- 
ists apply their party's policy when they know it only from what the radio 
and television commentators say about it’ 

hie quertio: is still more timely today ther 7? years aro. |oreover, it ie 
complemerted by another question. How can one participate in an active and 
fully responsible way in the development of the party's policy if one is de- 
prived of the opportunity to know its ins and outs? 


‘iscard’s seizure 


"All the delegates know how Giscard d‘istaing seized all the principal news 
mecia anc how he worsened his control over all news sources immediately after 
the Yarch 197° legislative elections, by naming people from his circle of 
friends to the key positions. At the same time, the concentration of the 
written press -- it would be more accurate to say the Ciscar’ization of the 
press -- was speeded up. 


"At the time of the Liberation,” said the editor of I'HN IA ITE, "a democratic 
concept of the press prevailed in the wording of the decrees signed by Cen- 
eral de “aulle in 1944, 


“his was the press considered in its public role ar an ersential component 
of the democratic life of the country. 


“ihe terms of these decrees are now trampled under foot by Hersant, who con- 
cealc the source of his finances, resorts to figureheads, and exercices 





73 


several editorial func‘ions; by ir Coldschnidt, who uses foreign funds; and 

by Claude Ferdriel, who is taking up the name of a newspaper that appeared 
under the occupation and who heads a socialist paper LE FATI.. it must be 

said that, althouch he operated at a loss in 1977, 1976, and 1979, he hands 
ovt tens of thoudands of newspapers free, gives away free cubscriptions, and 
starts a Sunday edition with money from l.r Leydoux, the president and chairman 
of the board of the Pricel company, the principal stockholder in LE FATIN. 


“Today,” Roland Leroy continued, “the supposed ‘subsidies for the press’ serve 
only to enrich the wealthiest newspapers. The recent publication of 1*H. NA ITE's 
accounts has shown that discrimination in the distribution of advertising is 

a powerfv] tool in the hands of the authorities to support the papers that 
serve them and fight those that embarrass then. 


“It was not a whim of Ciscard's that led the president of the republic to 
increase the weight of his seizure of power over the news media. It was an 
absolute necessity for him. In order to try to win the workers over to a sort 
of ‘social consensus,’ to conceal the policy of the decline of France, and to 
Sustify integration into the Suropean and Atlantic communities, he has to lie, 
falsify, and deceive. 


“The speed of scientific and technical progress and of knowledge in all areas, 
and the universality of contemporary problems, require immediate, universal 
communication. The necessity for a confrontation of points of view, and demo- 
cratic aspirations, require pluralism. Everything calls for the free circula- 
tion of ideas and a fruitful conflict of opinions. 


"The whole policy of the authorities runs counter to these basic needs: it 
tends to make communication uniform and to make the news stale. It leads to 
ideas of journalism that contradict the lofty mission of this profession. For 
T want to repeat forcefully: when we denounce manipulation and lying, we do 
not do so to fight journalism as a whole. On the contrary, we are deeply 
convinced that ir freeing the news, we are also freeing the journalistic 
profession. 


Support for Struggles 


"Those are some of the factors that show the new importance of L‘H.NAITE 
and ite role. 


“Rooted both in scientific socialism and in the lofty traditions of French 


humanism, L*H YA) LIZ was prepared to be the paper carrying the innovative, 
audacious policy that our party set for itself at its 22nd congress. 


“Ae the organ of the Central Committee of the “rench Communist Party, L‘HIMAN- 
ITE draws its stringth from this originality. 


“The enemy is wel; aware of this. He never pulls his punches with L*HUNAIITE.” 


Cur comrade continued: "But it must be said that some comrades in the party 
co not feel the effects of our paper's role this strongly. Comrades sometines 
say that L'HUMANITE is hard to read. That must be explained frankly. 
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"In modernizing its format and enriching its contents, L°H\1A ITE has mace 
efforts that will be continued. But, as Veorges larchais emphasizec at the 
Yal-de-Yarne federation conference, L°NJA,ITE is not ‘ust another newspaper. 
It is the only party dally paper remaining in -rance; it is a newspaper for 
research, overtures and enrichment, and also a newspaper for struggle, battle, 
and strictness. 


‘It is not intended to initate any other newspaper;it is intended to serve the 
working class in its battle for democracy and socialics.” 


The CDH 


“Ir 1929, when Tardieu wanted to suppress L*HUMA, TIE,” Leroy recalled, “ar- 
cel Cachir launched a ringing appeal to save the newspaper. ‘This appeal rave 
rise to a vast network of CUH, who savei L°HUMALTI® and have kept it alive 
sirce then. 


"But, around 12 or 15 years ago, two ideas were developed ‘ointly in the par- 
ty. The first of these ideas was thy.t the CLP network had made the distribu- 
tion of | ‘Y'YATITE too specialize’, so that i: had concerned only some of the 
people. The second idea was that lifestyles would change, that the cities 
would be deserted on Sunday ard that consequently, the ale of the weekly 
edition would nc longer have the same importance. 


“ow, it is not true that all the city dwellers always fo away for the week- 
end -- far from it.Yoreover, L"NLYA’ ITE DIVA'CHE goes on sale in the middle 
of the week from now on. “inally, the election of a representative for 

I*Y' YA’ TIT® on the cell committee should facilitate the ertablishment of CDH 
everywhere, as an intimate part of the party as a whole. 


“When we cay that ‘the future begins now,’ this is true for the news media 

as well. To force a retreat from the authoritarian concept of news is to gain 
pround for a democratic advance. Gaining a reader for L*H.MA ITE is confirming 
one more fighter. 


"The huge sales of the coming number of L‘H'NA) ITE DIMA)CHE, devoted to the 
23re Congress, can and should be the beginning oy a new, important develop- 
ment of L°H(NMANITE and L‘HUMAMITE DIVANCHE. In preparing for thie sale in the 
last few days, 250 new CDH were formed. 


"That prover that we can and should think bag. for a party that is approaching 
1 million members, there should be a L’F'MANITE DIMA'CHE that sells at least 
500,000 copier. 


“Thue the 23rd Congrers will mark the berinning of a new stage in the life 
of the party newspaper, an indispenrable new stage. At a time when the con- 
frortation of ideas has reached the point where it is ‘uetified to speak of 
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ideological warfare,” leroy concluded, “the workers anc democrats need an un- 
precedented attack by L*h MAITE and L*HLFAD ITE DIDANCHE. A reply to the 


rs 


ideological warfare waged by big business demands the formation of L*H PA ITE 
€istribution committees everywhere.” 


the Congress applauded this proposal. 
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‘WEW TIES OF SOLIDARITY‘ WITH CQROMNIST PARTIES STRESSED 
Paris L*HUMANITE in French 12 May 79 p 1 LD WA 
(Editorial by Yves Moreau: “Our Solidarity”) 


(Text) In trying to set himself up as censor of the 23d PCF Congress, 
the U.S. State Department spokesman confirmed the U.S. Government's 
persistent desire to interfere in our country's internal affairs. 


The fact that the Americans can interfere so openly in French political 
life shows the extent of the sacrifices which the Giscardian government 
has already made on the altar of Atlanticisn. 


Moreover the twofold objection Washington has expressed with regard 
to our party is significant because it calls into question “the PCF 
break with the Socialists and its rapprochement with Moscow.” 


In other words we should have agreed to follow the Socialist leaders 
down the path of class collaboration. This State Department support 
for their behavior is instructive. 


The second American reproach--the “rapprochement with Moscow"--is 
obviously an attack on our internationalist solidarity of which the 
234 congress is, indeed, a particularly brilliant demonstration. 


This solidarity was shown by the presence of representatives from 88 
communist parties and national movements at Saint-Ouen. 


It is a solidarity which is supported by all the truly revolutionary 
forces in the whole world: socialist countries, the working class in 
capitalist countries and national liberation movements. 


This solidarity was affirmed yesterday evening by 21 big people's 
meetings held simultaneously throughout France to mark the congress. 


It is a warm and enthusiastic solidarity dominated by reason and 
lucidity. 


It is a solidarity which, far from trying to cloud the growing diversity 
of situations and the existing divergences, takes them into account and 
is intended to wnite, from Rome to Moscow, from Belgrade to Hanoi, from 
Beijing to Havana, from Algiers to Paris, from Madrid to Tokyo, from 
Bucharest to Berlin, from New York to Beirut, from Tehran to Santiago 

in Chile, hundreds of millions of men and women in the common struggle 
against imperialism and for independence, peace and a new world order. 





Saad 


Yes, one of the most valuable lessons to be learned from the 234 congress 
and especially from Georges Marchais’ speech is the precise definition 
of the new ties of solidarity which we intend to strengthen betveen 
communist parties and with national movements. These ties rule out any 
idea of alinement with anybody and, on the contrary, respect the inde- 
pendence of parties, equality of rights and each party's determination 
of its ow line without any ~:tside interference. 


On this basis, fully recognizing the historical contribution made by the 
USSR and other socialist countries, rejecting any model but calling for 
the development of critical thought, while also benefiting from the 
lessons of past experience, our solidarity will attain great maturity 
and efficacy. 


It is also PCF internationalism which led the 23d congress to stress 

once again the value it attaches to the fact that other communist parties, 
especially in West Europe, have, like it, placed the development of 
democracy at the center of their socialist options. Democracy should 

be the universal component of socialisna. 


Finally, it is because of the fundamental nature of our internationalisa 
and patriotism that the 23d congress has called for solidarity from all 
world forces of social and national liberation, since the communists 
believe that France's interests and future cannot be dissociated from 
humanity's progress. 


COMMENTATOR CONTINUES CONGRESS SOLIDARITY, INDEPENDENCE THEME 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 14 May 79 p 11 LD WA 


(Commentary by Jose Fort: “A Great Demonstration of Internationalist 
Solidarity”) 


(Text) The 234 PCF Congress, which was attended by 88 communist parties 
and national liberation movement delegations and which received several 
dozen messages, was an important time for internationalist solidarity. 


Many conclusions can be drawn from the fact that sv many delegates from 
the five continents were present at the Saint-Ouen congress and in 
21 French cities last Friday evening. 


The first--and the “coverage” provided by some 100 foreign journalists 
confirms this--is that the PCF congress has been closely followed out- 
side our borders by the forces of peace, social progress and, on a 
broader scale, by international public opinion. fEven the U.S. State 
Department, which specializes in interfering in the affairs of other 
countries, had to add its little piece of anticommunism. However, the 
main impact of the purticipation of our foreign comraces and friends 
is to be found elsewhere. By their presence and their messages they 
provided a vivid illustration of the changes which have taken place in 
the world today. 
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When CPSU Politburo member Boris Ponomarev s‘a'tei in Bobigny that Soviet 
society “has reached a stage in its development when the immense oppor- 
tunities offered by the socialist system are becoming increasingly evident 
in all their aspects,” he confirmed the progress recorded in the USSR. 

Our Soviet, Cuban, Yugoslav, Bulgarian, Polish, Romanian, Korean, Czecho- 
slovak, Hungarian, German ani Mongolian comrades can be justifiably proud 
to report the achievements which have, in particular, enabled unemployment, 
hunger, illiteracy and fear of sickness to be eliminated in their countries. 


This progress, coupled with shortcomings, mistakes and certain practices 
we criticize, plays a determining role in world changes. 


When our comrade Tho Huu speaking at Nanterre stresses that after sore 
than "30 years of struggle, full of hardship and sacrifices...the Viet- 
namese people have fully recovered their independence aad unity and are 
now marching toward socialism,” how can we fail to welcome the Liberation 
of the fraternal Vietnamese people as a historic defeat for imperialism? 
The same applies to the liberation struggle being waged, for example, by 
our brothers in Palestine and the Polisario and in many other regions 

of the world. 


Finally, when PCI leader Gianni Cervetti stressed “the historical task 
facing the workers movement in Europe: that of opening up unexplored paths 
to progress and socialist change which are in keeping with national 
characteristics and the aspects that our societies have in common,” did 

he not give the revolutionary struggle a new dimension? These “re paths 
being opened up by our Japanese and Spanish comrades and many others too. 


On Friday evening the Commmict Party and national liberation movement 
delegates addressed tens of thousands of communists at the four corners 

of our country. A survey of their reports shows the extent of the changes 
Which have taken place and gives a clearer idea of the threat posed by 
imperialism's counteroffensive. 


This counteroffensive does not lack means and it uses diverse methods. 


To safeguard its interests imperialism kills, assassinates and imprisons 
people. Our Uruguay comrades can bear witness to the criminal fury of 
bloody dictatorships. 


And Dominican Communist Party Secretary General Narciso Isa Conde 
demonstrated that the solution for imperialism could be, as it is in 
his country, a “Creole version of international social democracy.” 


All the delegates spoke of struggle, friendship and solidarity. Surely 
the time has come to find new forms of relations enabling a very broad 
anti-imperialist movement to be developed. 
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Our friends closely followed the 23d congress sessions during which our 
international policy was clearly reaffirmed. The sovereignty of nations, 
independence, noninterf. ence, peace, peaceful coexistence, the 
emancipation of peoples, a new international economic order, a democratic 
Europe and sustained interest in the nonalined movement: All these ideas 
are cherished by French communists who are in close contact with a daily 
practice of solidarity. It is only those who are deliberately blind 
enough to want to see us “alined" with some country or policy who refuse: 
to understand that solidarity does not mean blind imitation. 


One of the signs of the communist movement's maturity and growth is its 
diversity. The existing differences and divergences cannot prevent 
cooperation. However, we must surely continue the progress already made 
toward establishing new relations between communist parties and a new 
practice of solidarity. Surely we need two-way solidarity while respecting 
independence and equality. 


When Miklos Ovari, Hungarian Unified Socialist Party (as published) 
Politburo member and Central Committee secretary, states: “All communist 
parties have the right and duty to supply the living theory of Marxisn- 
Leninism constantly enriched by collective experi aces in an independent 
way, adapting it to each country's traditions and characteristics," we 
can only welcome his remarks. 


PCF history bears the stamp of internationalist solidarity. The 23d 
congress has not deviated from this tradition. Quite the reverse: 
Solidarity with all those struggling to build socialism, to fight capi- 
talism and win the right to live in freedom is now making a new upsurge. 
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